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A Comparative Study on Russian Territorial Expansion

under Peter the Great and Catherine the Great
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Abstract

Russia was an inner-continental country before Peter I’s reign. With its own
history and culture context, the empire lacked both operation and maintenance of
external relations. From 1689, Peter the Great was formally on the throne, soon he
started to westernize his fatherland by any means, and attained fruitful achievements
in the beginning of 18" century.

It wasn’t until the reign of Catherine the Great in the mid-1700s that Russia was
finally able to inaugurate a new policy of Russian southward expansion directly
targeting Crimea. Russo-Turkish wars for twice, the partitions of Poland for three
times boosted her fame while in reign. The empress also adopted the rule of
Enlightenment from France as her main characteristic in domination.

This thesis gives a thoroughly introduction to Peter the Great and Catherine the
Great as its first part; in the second, there is one comparative study targeting to several
fields- from background and personal traits, internal reform, international situation
and external relation, to territorial expansion. In sum, what matters are what the Tsars

achieved during their regimes respectively, and what they left for posterity.

Key words: Peter the Great; Catherine the Great; Territorial expansion;

Reform; External relation
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