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Abstract

Among Sir Walter Scott’s Waverley Novels, lvanhoe is one of the most popular
works. After writing several novels related to Scotland, Scott boldly attempted to
create a purely English novel as an experiment in his life as a novelist. In reviewing
the papers on Ivanhoe, | find that critics in and after Scott’s time seem to overlook the
possibility that Ivanhoe, like any of its predecessor, is related to Scotland. Therefore,
this thesis examines the relationship between Scottish history and lvanhoe from the
perspective of nationalism.

Learning from Scottish history, I suggest discussing the formation of Scottish
nationalism from aspects of “collective identity,” “nation and nationalism,” and
“national identity and advanced nationalism.” The thesis is divided into three chapters
according to aspects and a concluding chapter. Chapter One focuses on the building of
Scottish identity in history and the building of English identity in lvanhoe. Chapter
Two discusses Scotland as a nation, the appearance of Scottish nationalism before the
Union and Scottish nationalism in Waverley and Ivanhoe. Chapter Three looks into
while the characters exhibit their English national identity and King Richard pursues
his advanced English nationalism in the novel, Scott shows his Scottish national
identity and develops an advanced Scottish nationalism that, with a well-preserved
Scottish national identity, consecrates to reach a harmonious peace between the Scots
and the English via lvanhoe. Conclusion closes the thesis by reconfirming the
relationship between Scott’s lvanhoe and Scotland through the three-stage process of

Scottish nationalism.
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