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The Effect of Classics on Jurisprudence:

A Study of “Tang Ley Su Yi”

LIU, YI-CHUN
Abstract

Confucianism has been a main stream since the Han Dynasty. Because of it,
Confucian Classics has been deeply investigated and discussed by the following
researchers. Confucian Classics has not only widely influenced on Chinese culture,
but also affect on traditional Chinese law. Based on this premise, “Tang Ley Su Yi”
which has been characterized as “the merging classics in jurisprudence”, is

definitely worthy of our thorough research.

The main focus of this thesis is to find out the thinking of the Classics in “Tang
Ley Su Yi” and explain the virtual relationship of “the effect of classics on
jurisprudence” in China. Although there are many existing studies investigated in
“Tang Ley Su Y1”, few were focused on the perspective of classics. The viewpoint of
“the effect of classics on jurisprudence” will be a unique approach in the academic
community. If we evaluate the “the relationship between classics and jurisprudence”
from the perspective of ancient code, we can trace back the historical development
of Classics and jurisprudence and establish a complete content of Chinese academic
history. Therefore, this thesis will focus on “the effect of classics on jurisprudence”

from the perspective of Classics in “Tang Ley Su Yi”.

To perform  detailed discussion of the coordination of classics and
jurisprudence in “Tang Ley Su Yi”, the scheme of this thesis is constructed with
seven chapters as follows: Chapter 1 Introduction, Chapter 2 The beginning and
development of the Coordination of Classics and Jurisprudence, Chapter 3 The outer
investigation of the interaction between classics and jurisprudence, Chapter 4 The

ultimate basis of “Tang Ley Su Yi”- “Heaven”, Chapter 5 The marriage law of “Tang



Ley Su Yi”, Chapter 6 The kinship of “Tang Ley Su Yi”, Chapter 7 The ruler and
subject of “Tang Ley Su Yi”, and Chapter 8 Conclusions, where I will summarize
the finding of this thesis. Finally, I will provide a unique and complete description

of the effect of classics on jurisprudence in “Tang Ley Su Yi”.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty, “Tang Ley Su Yi”, Classics, Jurisprudence
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