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Abstract

In 1989 the unexpected enormous democraticlugons in Central and
Eastern European countries led to the crash o€dhemunist governments in
Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia. Two years,latfficially departing
from Yugoslavia, Slovenia started its own democratnsition, and the Baltic
states also attained independence from the SowienU

First of all, we would like to discuss the extal factors triggering the
democratic revolutions in this area, such as thes leense international
circumstances, the liberal reforms of the CommuRgsty of the Soviet Union,
and the assistance from the US and the relativernational organizations.
Then the discussion goes further to the case oCtexzh Republic to make it
clear how external factors affected the Velvet Ravan and how democratic
values were promoted in the Czech Republic.

The Helsinki Final Act, announced for demagrand the human rights in
1975, inspired the publication of Charter 77. Thétigal change in Poland and
Hungary turned into demonstration effect on Czediitips. Besides, the
transnational connection of dissidents or the i@liggroups, and the western
media both facilitated the mobilization for a demadic regime. Compared to
Prague Spring of 1968, crushed by the invading &advoops, the success of
the Velvet Revolution was largely contributed by kkkil Gorbachev’s
decision not to interfere in the internal affairsthis area. Thus, the Czech
communist government lost its legitimacy to suppmsmocratic campaigns.

With the slogan “Return to Europe,” Czech &#g had made it possible
for international activists including OSCE, COE ahe US to impose their
influences on Czech Republic’s transition to deraogr In the accession
process to the EU/ NATO, western activists spreamatracy norms into the
Czech Republic directly or indirectly by conditidityva Through local political
elites and political parties, the EU successfullyitbCzech people’s identity
toward EU by its external governance. Meanwhile plositive result of EU
entry referendum in 2003 obviously strengthened sElfluence to be a
leading external role in Czech democratizationrdfte Velvet Revolution.

Keyword: Central and Eastern Europe, Czech Republic, Velvet
Revolution, democratization, external factors
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