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Abstract

Economic diplomacy has always played an important role in the foreign policy
of post-war Japan. In the initial post-war period, war compensation and Official
Development Assistance (ODA) were simultaneously implemented. This allowed
past legacy issues to be dealt with while embarking on a renewed expansion of
post-war South East Asian foreign policy.

The role played by Japan’s ODA has changed over time. Before Japan reached
the economic standard of the developed countries, it provided assistance in the form
of increased economic interdependence. Subsequently, after it had become a
developed country, the type of assistance was gradually adjusted, and ODA was
provided in the form of “international contribution.”  During the post Cold War
period, with the tremendous change in environment, both internally and externally, the
Japanese government had no choice but to carry out a comprehensive review of its
ODA policy, and to justify to its citizens the reasons for continuing with ODA. In
2003, during the revision of the ODA Charter , the Japanese government emphasized
the close relationship between the provision of external assistance and national
interest. This was done concurrently with ODA reform in the hope of gaining public
support for and understanding of the ODA.

This study focuses on the adjustments to the policy framework and policy action
undertaken by the Japanese government in the process of ODA reform. Specifically,
the “ODA Charter " described in ODA policy programmatic documents as well as
its implementation guidelines, “ODA Midterm Policy,” will be reviewed. In
terms of policy action, discussion will be on priority issues stipulated by the Japanese
government during its implementation of the ODA policy, i.e., “poverty reduction,”

“sustainable growth,” “addressing global issues,” and “peace building.” A
case study approach will be used to examine how these four important issues were put
into practice.

Key words: Japan, Official development assistance, ODA Framework, midterm
policy, national interest
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