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War and Military: 20 Years After
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After the Soviet Union had collapsed and the
world had entered the post-Cold War Era, peace
dividend was expected. Nevertheless, wars remained.
Why wars remained? How these wars differed from those
happened during the Cold War era? How change in the
international system affected the wars, and why?
These questions are to be dealt by this project.
Briefly speaking, this project has three goals, and
they are how wars in the post-Cold War era differed,
1f any? How international system affected modes of
wars and why?

Many wars erupted in the post-Cold War era. They
were the 1991 Croatia war, the 1996 and 2003 civil
war in Congo, the 1999 Yugoslavia war, the 2001
Afghanistan War, the 2003 Persian War, the 2008 War
between Georgia and Russia, the 2011 air raid on
Libya. Thai-Cambodia conflict over the Preah Vihear
temple is not counted due to its small scale.

Are modes of war and change of international
system interrelated? Aside wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq, most cases show that ethnical or/and internal
conflict in certain medium/small countries escalated
into civil wars and neighboring powers or systemic
powers were involved in order to stabilize the
situations in those countries. Except war in Croatia
and civil war in Congo, wars ended in days or weeks
due to asymmetric capabilities between two fighting
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elements. Traditional territorial secession and
indemnity were not practiced except the cases of the
1999 Yugoslavia war and the war between Georgia and
Russia in 2010.

Preliminary Conclusions can be derived and they
are:
Mt There is no proxy war. Major powers directly
launched military operations against small powers.
f Newly emerged international power structure
constrained military conflict among major powers.
It Major powers (including newly emerged power) try
to shape new international power structure

China has perceived the coming of new type of
warfare. That i1s local war under high tech condition.
In this circumstance, size of man power matters less.

international system, international system in the
post-Cold war era, war, international system and war
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