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The representation of Contending ‘ One China’ Diplomacy Between Bei jing and Taipei:
Social Constructivist and New Institutionalist Perspectives

Abstract

Adopting a perspective drawn from institutional theory and social constructivism
in International Relations, this book project aims to explore how the
Beijing-tilted “one China” idea (that is, “the People’ s Republic of China
government is the sole legal government of China and Taiwan is an inalienable part
of China” ), its related issue on Taiwan with respective representations, and the
Taiwan Strait “status quo” are accepted with varying degree as an international

“institutional fact” as well as their repercussions. Since the “Canadian
formula” is the genesis of the “one China status quo” (respective
representations), the project focused on the special role it played in the earlier
stage of institutional development. Besides, as the U.S.A. played the vital role
for stability of Taiwan Strait, i1t was also highlighted in the book project. In
research method and sources, the project relied heavily upon official documentary

material, supplemented with some selective interviews.

The manuscript of the book project was completed, entitled “ The Institutional
Development of ‘ One China Status Quo’ (Respective Representations) and Its Impact:
A Constructivist/Institutionalist Perspective,” with around 150000 words. It was
submitted for review through the Social Science Data Center of the National Science
Council.

Key words: “one China (respective representation)” ; “status quo” ; New
Institutionalism; Social Constructivism; Constitutive effect.
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