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Abstract

In March 1991, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, and Paraguay signed
the Treaty of Asuncion to establish the Common Market of the South,
which symbolizes the indigenous integration movement initiated by
Latin American nations themselves. Basically speaking, the operation of
Mercosur has been quite successful and it played critical role in Latin
American economic integration. However, Mercosur hasn't made
substantial expansion and produced great utility. Up to the end of 2010,
the only new member is Venezuela, but it remains waiting for the
approval of all original members.

The important momentum of Latin American integration comes
fromm Hugo Chavez when he was elected as Venezuelan President in
1998, because of the influence of the thinking and principles of Simon
Bolivar, founding father and hero of War of Independence in Latin
America. With the support of the ideology, Chavez has done his best to
promote the integration movement in western hemisphere.

In this study, | will analyze the integration movement in Latin
America from the perspective of international political economy and
the sprit of Simon Bolivar.

Key Words: Latin America, Integration Movement, Simon Bolivar, Union
of South American Nations, Brazil, Venezuela
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