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Following and imitating the Japan law (i.e., International Private Law) enforced
60 years ago, Application Law Concerning the Governing Law of Foreign-related
Civil Affairs (“Application Law’) in our country was promulgated and enacted in
1953 and has been in use for more than 50 years since its enactment. Articles of the
Application Law concerning the governing laws of the validity of marri age,
matrimonial property regime, cause to divorce and validity of divorce, among others,
were legislated in accordance with the traditional domestic law principlesfor
husband’s advantages and therefore bias in nature. Such articles are in clear violation
to gender equality and thus need significant amendments. In 1989, articlesin violation
to gender equality of the Japan Law (i.e., International Private Law) were greatly
amended, and the experience and amendments of such alaw reform are worth our
reference. This Project, using the comparative law approach, intends to refer to the
aforesaid law reform to provide directions and guidelines to Application Law
amendments for our country.

This Project first clarifies the relevance of the int ernational family law and
gender equality, followed by a close examination of the current articles which concern
the governing laws for the validity of marriage, matrimonial property regime, cause to
divorce and validity of divorce, and provides suggestion s for amendments. Specifics
areasfollow:

1. Relevance of the International Family Law and Gender Equality;
Amendment Directions for Governing Law of Marriage Validity;
Amendment Directions for Governing Law of Matrimonial Property Regime;
Amendment Directions for Governing Law of Cause to Divorce; and
Amendment Directions for Governing Law of cause to Validity of Divorce
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