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Constitutional Regime and National Security System :
A Compar ative Sudy on Taiwan and France

This research project will study with the comparative methods the relations between the
constitutional regime and national security system, in particular of semi-presidential system, and its
impacts bwtween Taiwan and France. Under the Franch fifth Republic, the Constitution gives the
functions to the Prime minister conducting national security issues, but in practice, the president who is
elected directly by the people, with such independent powers, also chair of the Council of ministers and
High Council for the National defence, could play a predominant role in the field of national security
affairs. Even during the period of Cohabitation, the presidential power has not been seriously affected in
thisissue. In Taiwian, with the democratization and constitutional reforms, in particular of the
establishment of two important bills on the national defence, the national security system has been
changing. However, the framwork and the decision making processin thisissue still remain quite
unclear, due to the ambiguity of the constitutional regime and the division of role. The outline of this
researchis:

1) To study the framwork of national security system under the constitutional regime, in particula of
2



semi-presidential system.

2) Conduct a comparative study of national security system between Taiwan and France.

3) Try to propose some institutional framwork in regard to the national security system in the near
congtitutional reform.

Keywords: Comparative politics, Semi-presidential regime, National security system, France,
Taiwan.
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