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Abstract

According to the research of the Chinese Character Society which get published 1957 in
the Korean Dictionary, 53% of the Korean vocabulary is based on the Chinese language. This
high percentage demonstrates the great impact of the Chinese culture on the Korean language
over a long time. Today, Korean learners of the Chinese language may take advantage of this
historical and linguistic fact when compared to learners from Western countries. However, in
practice, Korean learners still have great difficulties in acquiring the correct usage of a variety
of Chinese words in spite of lexical similarities with their mother tongue. Interferences from
the Korean language usage on the learners’ target language are an obvious fact.

In a first approach, compared with the homographic vocabulary of the Chinese language,
Chinese loan words in the Korean language can be classified into three main categories
according to their semantic congruency: 1. homosemantic words: homographic words in both
languages share principally the same lexical meaning (F 25 F % 3#); 2. semantic congruent
words: homographic words in both languages share a congruent basic meaning but lexical
meaning differs in certain properties (25384 £ % 37); 3. semantic incongruent words:
homographic words in both languages principally do not share a common lexical meaning
(FA;% > £ %3). The reason may be due to historical meaning changes in both languages.

Semantic differences in basically semantic congruent words and semantic incongruency
of homographic words both handicap correct vocabulary acquisition of the Chinese language
by Korean learners and complicate their correct comprehension and correct usage of the
Chinese language. The relevance of correct vocabulary acquisition was already pointed out by
the research of Gan Ruiyuan (4 3 32, 2002).

The present study wants to do a fresh approach in the study of the basic homographic
vocabulary of Chinese and Korean languages in its significance for Chinese language
teaching to Korean students. To do this, it compares the semantic features of the Chinese
basic vocabulary listed in the Taiwanese dictionary 8000 Words in Chinese with their Korean
homographics listed in the Dictionary of the Sino-Korean language and classifies the results
according to the three categories of semantic congruency mentioned above. Semantic
incongruent features are discussed regarding their difficulty both in acquisition and in the
correct usage for Korean learners of the Chinese language. In addition, a short learner’s
enquiry wants to give further insights into phenomena of language interference which appear
in the usage of Chinese homographic vocabulary by Korean students.

Finally, the study wants to give some practical suggestions for teaching Chinese
homographic vocabulary to Korean students.

Keywords: homographic vocabulary ~ sino-korean language ~ teaching Chinese
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