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The Pioneer of Taiwanese Early Childhood Education in 1950-1980:
The Professional Practice Map of Mrs. Gao, Huai Sheng.

Abstract

The researches about the history of early childhood education during 1950-1980 in Taiwan were
mostly focus on macro-scope. While during the time, the development in early childhood
education was opened up and promoted by a few scholars. It is needed to take more micro-scope
view on “Why” and “How” they did it.

This research applies life history method approach to study the pioneer of Taiwanese early
childhood education in 1950-1980. By analyzing the material of her professional history, the
connection of her vocation and social-cultural context is revealed, which is regarded as a
life-roadmap for understanding the pioneering era of Taiwanese early childhood education.

Moreover, life history method approach is also applied when discussed why individual became an
early childhood educator and made decisions against mainstream—devoted oneself into early
childhood education for more than 40 years.

Through the interpretation, the profession practice map, “the pioneering and transformation of
professional early childhood education,” of Mrs. Gao, Huai Sheng is depicted:

1. The opportunities in changing environment as the motivation of a subject.

2. The identity of early childhood education profession and its profession practice.

3. The transformation and passing down of the life practice.

Finally, the paper gives some advises on the future research about “the early education

“ u

profession “, “ teacher education” and “curriculum and teaching.”

Key words: history of early childhood education. life history method. teacher’s profession
practice
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