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Abstract

This research seeks to analyse citizenship politics in Taiwan in the context of globalisation
through theoretical discussion and historical narratives. Against the background of globalisation,
it will trace the origin of the citizenship discourse articulated in public debate in Taiwan, explore
the intellectual sources of different citizenship discourses, analyse the evolution of citizenship
discourse, and assess the sociopolitical consequences of the citizenship debate for Taiwan’s future
political development. As an intellectual and political discourse, the term of ‘globalisation’ began
to emerge in the academic and public discussions in the late 1990s. In addition to the western
intellectual influence, the emergence and popularity of the discourse of globalisation in Taiwan
must be understood in the context of Taiwan’s changing position in the global (capitalist)
economic restructuring. The globalisation debate focuses on the impact of globalisation upon
citizenship rights and state sovereignty/power; that is, upon the democratic functions of nation
state. In the case of Taiwan, the increasing number of guest workers and female immigrants is the
important context for the evolution of citizenship discourse. In this context, the concepts of
cultural and multicultural citizenship were introduced into public discussion. The issue of
national identity predicament further complicates the citizenship debate in Taiwan as
demonstrated in the public discussion about the citizenship entitlement to brides (or female
immigrants) from the mainland. This research will also assess the sociopolitical consequences of
the evolving citizenship discourse and related debate for Taiwan’s political development,
focusing on critically examining the possible negative effect of cultural/multicultural citizenship

discourse.

Keywords: globalisation, citizenship, multiculture, distributive justice, democracy
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McGrew (eds.), The Global Transformatlons Reader (Cambridge: Polity), p. 2.
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