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Abstract

It iswidely agreed that the long-term electoral success of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has
in the past been closely related to organized votes. The party delivered pork to the supportive
constituencies and, in return, those groups tended to vote for the LDP, eventually becoming loyal
L DP supporters and mobilizing group members behind particular LDP candidates. It amost
became a norm that candidates with the support of large interest groups would win. However, in
2007, the LDP suffered a stunning defeat in the upper house el ection. In the national districts,
even the candidates endorsed by major pro-LDP groups did not win. What happened? Where
have the loyal LDP supporters gone? Is this one-time event or an ongoing changing relationship
between the LDP and its support groups? Using the Japanese medical Association (JMA) asa
case study, this research project investigates the changing relationship between the LDP and the

JMA, explores how the organized votes have declined, and draw out implications for Japanese
politicsin the future.

Keywords: Organized Votes, Interest Group Politics, Mobilization Ability, Japanese Politics
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Is Japanese Interest Group
Politics Changing? The Case of
The Japan Medical Association

Chao-Chi Lin
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The Result of 2007 Upper House Election

LDP DPJ Komei | Comm |JSP PNP NPN others
unist

Blected 137 160 |9 3 2 2 1 7
23,14 40,20

Note 46 (49 |11 |4 13 |2 |0 |6

Tl 183 109 (20 |7 |5 |4 |1 |13

seats

Votes for Interest Group-Supported LDP Candidates in 2007

Construction 227091 elected
Nurses 167593 lost
Doctors 186616 lost
War-Bereaved 230292 elected
Local construction industry (128199 lost
Pharmacist 168185 lost
Dentists 228165 elected




Electoral Rules for the Upper House Election in Japan

1947-1980 (1983-1998 |2001-present
47 152 seats 152 seats 146 seats
prefectural |SNTV SNTV SNTV
districts
1 national |100seats |100 seats 96 seats
district SNTV Closed-list |Open-list PR

PR

Total 252 seats  |252 seats 242 seats

Votes for Interest Group-supported Candidates of the LDP in 1980

Interest Group Number of votes
Former special postmasters 1,030,459
Construction 1,749,878

War Veterans 992,124

Nurses 527,066

Doctors 838,721
War-Bereaved 927,421

Local Construction Industry 1,162,003
Former Japan Railway 765,685
Dentists Employees 931,070

Votes for IMA-supported Candidates in 1974, 1977, and 1980

1974 1977 1980
\otes 874,662 |1,277,731 |838,721
Number of IMA 66,661 69,734 73,285
members*
Mobilization ability [13.1 18.3 11.4
(per person)

(Tatsuno, 2008)




Votes for Keizo Takemi (supported by the JMA)

Year 2001 2007

Votes 227042 (186616

Is Japanese Interest Politics Changing?

Selected prefecture\ year 2001 2007
Hokkaido 7,060 8,016
Ibaragi 4603 1,170
Tochigi 3354 4,627
Tokyo 20732 21,120
Toyama 3593 1,703
Shizuoka 4309 5,181
Shiga 1269 310
Kyoto 3237 527
Osaka 8130 1,949
Hyogo 7856 2,514
Nara 3930 294
Wakayama 2283 491
Total votes 227042 186,616
Is Japanese Interest Politics Changing?
Interest Group Number of |Number of |Number of LDP |Change
votes (1980) |votes (2001) |party members
(A) (B) (in 2000) B-A/A
Former special postmasters 1,030,459 478,985 239,651 (10.1%) |[-53.52%
Construction 1,749,878 278,521 182,526 (7.7%) -84.08%
War Veterans 992,124 295,613 154,592 (6.5%) -70.20%
Nurses 527,066 174,517 124,056 (5.2%) -66.89%
Doctors 838,721 227,042 115,189 (4.9%) -72.93%
War-Bereaved 927,421 264,888 110,277 (4.7%) -71.44%
Local Construction Industry  |1,162,003 207,867 93,488 (4%) -82.11%
Former Japan Railway 765,685 95,109 79,287 (3.3%) -87.58%
Employees
Pharmacists - 156,656 39,658 (1.7%)
Dentists 931,070 104,581 29,638 (1.3%) -88.77%

Is Japanese Interest Politics Changing?




Is it Koizumi reform’s legacy?

annual FILP expenditure

Yen

45000

40000 -

35000

30000

25000

20000 -

15000 -

10000

5000

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Source: Ministry of Finance, complied by the author

Is Japanese Interest Politics Changing?

2001 2004 2007

Construction 278521 |elected (253738 [elected 227091 |elected
Nurses 174517 |elected (152685 [elected (167593 lost
Doctors 227042 lelected [250426 |elected [186616 lost
\War-Bereaved 264888 |elected [171945 |elected 230292 [elected
iLnfjfj"’;'tfy"”s””““)” 207867 lelected (167350 felected [128199|  lost
Pharmacist 156380 |elected (96463 lost|168185 lost]
Dentists 104581 |elected |- - 228165 |elected
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