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This research project aims to investigate the characteristics of the “construction of the Other” in
modern Chinese national consciousness, particularly in terms of how the criterion of “civilized”
and “barbarian” constitutes the key feature of this national consciousness. The focus of my study
is on the late Ch’ing period thoughts, such as the well-known ideas of Tsou Jung, especially his
theory about race and its historical sources, his ideas about the difference between the Han race
and the Manchus, and his ideas about the “civilized” western powers. | have clearly identify the
close affinity between his theory of race and those of the Japanese scholar Kuwabara, Jitsuzo’s
and Liang Ch’i-ch’ao’s. Besides, | have pointed out that his idea is strong pro-Japanese and
anti-Manchus. And he admires very much the western “civilized” nations as paradigm for the
Han people. On the other hand, his appreciation of the western paradigm as such as the USA
Constitution, the spirit of the French Revolution, has been utilized to justify the legitimacy and
necessity of his calling for the Han people to rebel against the “barbarian” Manchu regime. He
appeal to the Yellow Emperor legend to define the Han people as “civilized” people, while
repeatedly emphasizes the brutal history of how the Manchus have slaughtered the Han people.
In light of Tsou’s ideas, we can find the strong racism embedded in Modern Chinese national
consciousness. And the distinction between the “civilized” and “barbarian” clearly plays an
important role in the construction of modern national identity.

Keywords: Civilized, Barbarian, the Other, Tsou Jung
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