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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the relationship between program quality
and children’s experienced curriculum in kindergartens. This research uses “Chinese
version of Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale-Revised Edition “(ECERS-R)
and “Early Education Program Quality Evaluation Scale (EEPES)” to evaluate the
quality of the program in kindergartens. The research also uses “Children’s
experienced curriculum record” to do the structural observation on children’s
experienced curriculum. The objects of observation are thirty-six of five years old
kindergarteners who were chose from six kindergartens located in Taipei city and

Taipei County. Researcher observed each program once or twice, every section is two

hours, and interviewed teachers after the observations. Total is twelve sections. The

time to observed children’s experienced curriculum is from nine o’clock in the
morning to four o’clock in the afternoon, and observed two children in the same class
each time. Total is eighteen days.

The conclusion is as following :

1. Inaspect of program quality: (A) the program quality of the evaluated six
samples(kindergartens) is medium, (B) EEPES is more discriminative than
ECERS, while ECERS offers a more detailed description of program quality,
especially at process quality. It is concluded that they are complementary in
evaluating and improving program quality.

2. Inaspect of children’s experienced curriculum :(A)curriculum - daily routine
occupies most of children’s time during a day. There are many kinds of Learning
activities but the period of the activities is short. The most of the Learning
activities is English. In addition, the study found that the content of school
readiness is read and write, and it’s not appropriate to begin from preschool. The
curriculum in the afternoon of the six samples(kindergartens) is different from
the public centers’. The learning activities at afternoon of the six
samples(kindergartens) are led by the teachers. (B)The main leader of daily
routine ,Learning activity and transition time are the teachers.(C)The
co-participants of Learning activity and daily routine are also teachers and
peers. But the co-participants of transition time is peers. That is different from
the public centers’(teachers and peers).

3. Inaspect of both program quality and children’s experienced curriculum : We can
find out there is difference in children’s experienced curriculum between
kindergartens with different program quality if we observe carefully.

(A) Curriculum : The time distributed for each activity domain is almost the same in

kindergartens with different program quality. Learning activity : High-quality

kindergartens have more non-structure activities and activities of children’s free



choice. Low-quality kindergartens have more structure and teacher-directed
activities. Daily routine : Low-quality kindergartens spend more time in arrange
than high-quality kindergartens. Transition time : The empty duration is twice as
much low-quality kindergartens as high-quality kindergartens.

(B) The leader of activity : Despite of the quality, both learning activity and daily
routine are teacher-directed activities. But we can see the difference by advanced
observation. Learning activity : The leader of artistic activity in high-quality
kindergartens is child, but the leader is teacher in low-quality kindergartens.
Transition time : Both teachers and children are the leaders in high-quality
kindergartens, but teachers are the leaders in low-quality kindergartens.

(C) The co-participants : Despite of the quality, the co-participants are peers and
teachers in learning activity and daily routine. But we can see the difference by
advanced observation. They have more opportunity to interactive with peers and
teachers in high-quality kindergartens than low-quality kindergartens.

Finally, based on the results, this study proposes some suggestions for

kindergartens, administrations, teachers and researchers.

Keyword: program quality ~ children’s experienced curriculum
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