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The Conformity of Consumer: Some
Findings Based on Purchase Behavior

Across Popular Japanese Products

Song-Zan Chiou Wei & Mon-Yu Lin

ABSTRACT

Pervious research on the consumption of popular Japanese products has
measured the construct only in behavior terms (i.e., consumers who are more
responsive to Japanese product promotions or programs will consume more
Japanese products). This study uses three psychological constructs to
investigate the purchase behaviors across popular Japanese products; i.c.,
materialism, conformity, and Japan proneness. Four hypotheses that reflect
theoretical relationships between the constructs and purchase behaviors are
proposed and tested. Results support the study premise that purchase

behavior is a manifestation of the underlined psychological constructs.

Keywords: consumer behavior, symbolic consumption, conformity
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