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Abstract

As President Ma vows to “lead Taiwan to meet the challenges of globalization
with courage” and the Taipei government aims to build itself as a “world-class capi-
tal,” this survey study investigates the cognitive and attitude structures of the Taipei
citizens toward “globalization” as well as the role of the media in this process. A
related purpose is to study how they perceive the United States as the leader of the
global order.

The globalization theories are varied and controversial. Our study concludes
that most Taipei citizens are open-minded about globalization and perceive it as more
positive than negative. To wit,

First, they perceive that on the global level, globalization’s benefits and harms
are equally divided. On the positive side, globalization is believed to enhance hu-
man rights and international economies, while promoting cultural flow between re-
gions and subjecting environmental policies to more rigorous international scrutiny.
On the negative side, it is perceived to benefit the political objectives of the strong
nations, result in the gaps between rich and poor countries, while more international
contacts may also make the control of contagious diseases more difficult.

Second, they perceive globalization to be more beneficial than harmful to Tai-
wan. It will increase the government’s transparency, enhance its economic devel-
opment, and push for more environmental-friendly policies. However, it will also
subject Taiwan to greater political control of the West, hurt Taiwan’s economic inde-
pendence, and spoil Taiwan’s environmental integrity.

Third, they also perceive globalization to be more beneficial than harmful to the
Taipei city. It will increase Taipei’s productivity and economic growth while induc-
ing better polices to protect the environment. However, it may make the city gov-
ernment more indifferent to public opinion and put Taipei under increasing control of
multinational companies; globalization is also perceived as negative to Taipei’s
unique cultural fabric and to its ecological health.

Fourth, they perceive globalization as facilitating individuals to participate in
democracy, to come into contact with other exciting cultures and to be more environ-
mentally conscious, even though it may not increase one’s income or occupational
opportunities and, more, may increase the chance of illness.

The Taipei citizens are ambivalent about the United States. They admire the
U.S. system, including its two-party politics and media exposure of corruption.



However, they do not identify with its international role as a hegemon or with its pol-
icy of placing interest over moral principle. Besides, they also think of the U.S. so-
ciety as a land of opportunity that is nonetheless too materialistically oriented and ra-
cially discriminating.

Taipei has often been criticized for being inward-looking.  Our study reveals
that the Taipei citizens have high expectations for globalization. Therefore, based on
our findings, we have proposed a series of policy recommendations, including the role

of the media, to make Taipei a “global Taipei,” not a closed Taipei.
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