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A well-developed society must provide the most appropriate mechanism to
resolve disputes. Also, the ideal of “Rule of Law “includes a comprehensive and

effective remedial mechanism for protection of rights. Therefore, a multi-faceted
[



optimal mechanism of dispute resolution is the foundation of society. Accordingly,
most countries provide various sorts of dispute resolution mechanisms, formal or
informal, for their citizens. In addition to the formal judiciary, the rest of those
mechanisms could be called as “ Alternative Dispute Resolution” (ADR).

Legal circles pay much attention to the judiciary, but largely underemphasize the
other formal dispute resolution mechanisms such as arbitration, negotiation,
settlement in judicial process, complaint, Ombudsman and so forth, despite their
formal legal status and significant practical functions. As for the more informal
mechanisms like grievance or consultation, the legal academics regrettably neglect
them more.

Nevertheless, ADR not only supplement the judicial system, but also has a
number of advantages over the judiciary, such as cost-saving, rapid, flexible,
agreement-based, private etc. Most disputes were resolved by ADR. It indicates that
ADR assumes acrucia rolein stabilizing social order. Thus, to engage in a systematic
study on ADR isimportant and practical.

In accordance with the observations noted above, we plan to review the
characteristics and functions of the existing ADR mechanisms in light of legal
perspectives. Against the backdrop of the purpose of “disputes resolution”, we will
also make a systematic analysis of a variety of judicia and non-judicia disputes
resolution mechanisms. In addition to offering an academic system for analysis, this
research tries to analyze the relationships among the various kinds of disputes
resolution mechanisms, and accordingly discover their interconnection. In the end,
such a study will give rise to adynamic network of disputes resolution mechanisms.
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