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A Comparison of Corruptionin4
Chinese-speaking Nations—
Using “Causes of Corruption” as an
Analysis Approach

Li-Chung Peng, Y u-Chu Chanh’

Abstract

Causes of corruption can be simply classified into *“opportunity,
motivation, and risk”. When resource distribution is dominated by the
government, there will be opportunities for the agents to engage in corruption.
When the society is full of the sentiment of relative deprivation and socia
conformity, legal culture is absent, and particularism is overwhelming,
motivations for corruption are likely to grow. Whether the anti-corruption
ingtitutions of a nation are independent, whether the national leader supports
anti-corruption, whether the media are under control, the probability of
corruptive behaviors being indicted, and the punishment on corruptive
behaviors will affect the risk assessment of the agents intending to conduct
corrupting behaviors. To effectively prevent corruptive behaviors, any factor
that may affect the opportunity, motivation, and risk to engage in corruption
should be excluded.

This study applied “Corruption Perceptions Index” (CPl) proposed by
Transparency International (TI) to compare the degree of corruption perceived

" Li-Chung Peng, Associate Professor, Dr. Sun Y at-sen Graduate I nstitute for Social Sciences and
Humanities, National Cheng-Chi University.
Yu-Chu Chanh, Master Student, Dr. Sun Yat-sen Graduate Institute for Social Sciences and
Humanities, National Cheng-Chi University.
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in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Singapore. Taiwan is also a nation of
Chinese culture. The Taiwanese government has an intermediate control over
economic activities in comparison with the governments of Hong Kong,
Singapore, and China. However, in terms of judicial independence and
performance of anti-corruption institutions, Taiwan cannot be compared to
Hong Kong and Singapore. Thus, learning from Hong Kong and Singapore to
reasonably reduce government’s intervention in economic activities, strengthen
the independence of anti-corruption institutions, and promote self-purification
of political leaders will be critical to an effective improvement of corruption.

Keywords: Corruption, Relative deprivation, Anti-corruption, Corruption
perceptions index
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