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Inherited or Innovation, Obama’s Foreign Policy in
Afghanistan

Abstract

Due to the differences in the state-formation and history from other European
countries, United States (U.S.) foreign policy cannot be simply analyzed with the
conventional realism-idealism binary method. This thesis uses Walter Russell Mead’s
four traditional schools of U.S. foreign policy, namely Hamiltonism, Wilsonism,
Jeffersonism and Jacksonism, as an analytical framework and studies Barack H. Obama’s
Afghanistan policy in his first presidential term. Not only does this thesis examine
Mead’s analytical framework, but it also briefly compares Obama's foreign policy toward
Afghanistan with those of the other post-World War Il U.S. Presidents and evaluates his
policy as both continuation and innovation.

This thesis points out that Obama's foreign policy, whether reviewed in general or
focused on Afghanistan, has both Jeffersonian features and spirits as Mead proposed.
Compared with the Afghanistan policies of his predecessors, Obama's foreign policy
toward Afghanistan is a comprehensive long-term innovation plan. However, even if
Mead’s framework can be used to scrutinize U.S. foreign policy effectively, it cannot
explain the differences in foreign policies toward Afghanistan among Obama, Jimmy
Carter who was categorized as a Jeffersonian as well, and Bill Clinton who was in the
similar international environment. In order to reinforce Mead’s framework, | cite James
Barber’s mental research on how U.S. presidents’ characters affect their foreign policies
and believe that it is their personal characters that mainly determine the nuance in their
policies toward Afghanistan. Finally, this thesis provides to other researchers a

groundwork and a direction of suggested further research on this subject.

Keywords: Barack H. Obama, Foreign Policy, Walter Russell Mead,
United States-Afghanistan Relations, Jeffersonism
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% Seymour Martin Lipset, American Exceptoinalism: A Double-Edge Sword (New York: Norton,
1997).

2" Jeff Frieden, "Sectoral Conflict and Foreign Economic Policy, 1914-1940," International
Organization 42, no. 1 (1988).
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% Andrew Bacevich, American Empire: The Realities and Consequences of U.S. Diplomacy
(Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 2002).

# Kissinger, Diplomacy, 29.

¥ Michael H. Hunt, Ideology and U.S. Foreign Policy (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press,
1987), 17-18.
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1 G. John Ikenberry, "America's Liberal Grand Strategy: Democracy and National Security in the
Post-War Era," American Democracy Promotion 1, no. 9 (2000).

%2 57 B “For better or worse, we are all Wilsonians now.” &, "Introduction: Woodrow Wilson, the
Bush Administration, and the Future of Liberal Internationalism," in The Crisis of American Foreign
Policy: Wilsonianism in the Twenty-First Century ed. G. John Ikenberry (New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 2009), 1-24.
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% Zbigniew Brzezinski, "From Hope to Audacity: Appraising Obama's Foreign Policy," Foreign

Affairs 89, no. 1 (2010).

¥ R HOE(E AR E H - Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State, and War: A Theoretical Analysis (New

York: Columbia University Press, 1959). ; John D. Singer, "International Conflict: Three Levels of

Analysis," World Politics 12, no. 3 (1960): 453-61. -
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% James N. Rosenau, The Scientific Study of Foreign Policy (New York: Free Press, 1971), 113.
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% Alexander L. George and Andrew Bennett, Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social
Sciences (Cambridge, MA.: MIT Press, 2005), 8-10.
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! MHREf4 A0 K Robert Kagan, Dangerous Nation: America’s Place in the World from Its Earliest
Days to the Dawn of the 20th Century (New York: Knopf, 2006).
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2 R ERIBRE: 25 Rk (3 55 28 1A Andrei Gromyko FTER » 512 5" Americans have "too many doctrines
and concepts proclaimed at different times" and so are unable to pursue "a solid, coherent, and
consistent policy." > k7> Walter A. McDougall, Promised Land: Crusader State: America's Encounter
with the World since 1776 (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1997), 199-200.

® Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition and the Men Who Made It (New York: Vintage,
1989).
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de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (San Bernardino, Calif.: Borgo Press, 1991). -

® Lipset, American Exceptoinalism: A Double-Edge Sword.

® Thomas A. Bailey, A Diplomatic History of the American People (New York: Appleton Century
Crofts, Inc., 1950), 2.

" Kissinger, Diplomacy, 29.
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1880-1946 (CA: Stanford University Press, 1969), 381.
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Routledge, 1999), 75-76.
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Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States (U.S. Government Printing Office, 1950),
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“ RSN B ¢ T The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or
North America shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently they agree that, if such
an armed attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or collective self-defence
recognised by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties so
attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert with the other Parties, such action as it deems
necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the security of the North Atlantic
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b RS EHER AR P B BRERRAS o L ¢ oPIRERGE 0 2009 4E 1 H 21 H - B RIS Ry - As for
our common defense, we accept as false the choice between our safety and our ideals. Our Founding
Fathers, faced with perils we can scarcely imagine, drafted a charter to assure the rule of law and the
rights of man, a charter expanded by the blood of generations. Those ideals still light the world, and we
will not give them up for expedience’s sake. And so to all other peoples and governments who are
watching today, from the grandest capitals to the small village where my father was born: know that
America is a friend of each nation and every man, woman, and child who seeks a future of peace and
dignity, and that we are ready to lead once more.

Recall that earlier generations faced down fascism and communism not just with missiles and tanks,
but with sturdy alliances and enduring convictions. They understood that our power alone cannot
protect us, nor does it entitle us to do as we please. Instead, they knew that our power grows through its
prudent use; our security emanates from the justness of our cause, the force of our example, the
tempering qualities of humility and restraint.”
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! Frank Newport, "Americans Back Bin Laden Mission; Credit Military, CIA Most Eight in 10 Say
Killing of Bin Laden Was Extremely or Very Important to U.S.," Gallup,
http://www.gallup.com/poll/147395/Americans-Back-Bin-Laden-Mission-Credit-Military-Cl A.aspx.

“2 »Record Number Favors Removing U.S. Troops from Afghanistan,” Pew Research Center,
http://www.people-press.org/2011/06/21/record-number-favors-removing-u-s-troops-from-afghanistan/

“ "Remarks by the President on the Way Forward in Afghanistan,” ed. The White House Office of the
Press Secretary (2011),
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/06/22/remarks-president-way-forward-afghanistan.
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# “Fact Sheet: The U.S.-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership Agreement,” ed. The White House Office
of the Press Secretary (2012),
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/05/01/fact-sheet-us-afghanistan-strategic-partnership
-agreement.

© eI AR R E TS Ry R LAY EE AR 2 — » L ¢ "Enduring Strategic Partnership
Agreement between the United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,” ed. The
White House Office of the Press Secretary (2012),
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/2012.06.01u.s.-afghanistanspasignedtext.pdf. - {HE 1=
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&, "Hillary Clinton Declares Afghanistan a 'Major Non-Nato Ally' of US," The Guardian 2012,
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jul/07/hillary-clinton-afghanistan-us-ally. -
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" Harold Sprout and Margaret Sprout, The Ecological Perspective on Human Affairs, with Special
Reference to International Politics (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1966), 118.

8 Margaret G. Hermann, "Effect of Personal Characteristics of Political Leaders on Foreign Policy," in
Why Nations Act: The Theoretical Perspectives for Comparative Foreign Policy Studies, ed. Maurice A.
East, Stephen A. Salmore, and Charles F. Hermann (Beverly Hills, Calif. : Sage Publications, 1978),
55.

** bid., 59-61.

*® James David Barber, The Presidential Character: Predicting Performance in the White House (New
Jersey: Prentice Hall,, 1992), 4.
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