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The Appealing Movement of the Labor Rights in China - the Case

of Foxconn suicides
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Abstract

Since the reformation and opening-up 30 years ago, the economics of China has been
improving rapidly. The annual GDP growth rate has had almost no equal around the
world. In the recent years, the role of China has transformed from the world’s factory
to the world’s market. However, in 2010, several employees of the subsidiary of the
Foxconn Technology Group in China had committed suicide by jumping off buildings.
After those suicides, there had been a series of protests and strikes by labors regarding
low wages, requesting for raises following the example of the Foxconn Technology
Group. This study believes that the reasons behind the suicides of the farmers working
for Foxconn were caused by the conflicts among the labor system, the distribution
system, the household registration system, and the political system. Due to the lack of
the right to form trade unions freely and the right to strike, labors with only individual
strengths had no sufficient protections or rights to fight against being exploited by the
management. Labors could only externalize the labor-management controversies and
conflicts over and over again, looking for help from outside the system. Plus there
was the social unfairness such as the disparity between the rich and the poor and the
household registration system unfairness, finally leading to the Appealing Movement
of Labor Rights.

It can be seen from the Foxconn event that, for the purposes of consolidating its own
political power and maintaining existing control over the society, the party-state
exploited not only all labors’ group rights, but also their individual rights of standing
for their wages and welfare in front of capitalists. The party-state wasn’t willing to
reform the labor system from the fundamentals to improve the unbalanced state
between the labor and the management by offering labors the freedom of association
and the right to strike. Instead, it tried to influence the labor-management relationship
via political or legal means such as increasing the legal minimum wage and
continuously improving labors’ individual legal rights and interests. The nation not
only adopted both hard and soft tactics against proprietors, it also applied the
two-hand strategy with labors. In order to ensure that labors would appeal within the
pre-set limits, the nation on the one hand improved the implementation of policies
regarding labors’ individual interests to help labors fight the management for their
interests, on the other hand applied various controlling measures of state apparatus to
suppress labors’ appealing movement for activities which went beyond the
pre-defined scope and would influence the nation’s sovereign power.

Keyword:Foxconn, Labor Rights, strike
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