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The Study of the form of Kinship Foster Care

from the point of view of Social Workers
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Abstract

The importance of kinship foster care has gained more attention recently; however,
the legal definition and system operation of kinship foster care are still not elaborated
clearly enough by government authorities. Using the kinship foster care model of the
United States as a pattern, and through interview with social workers and case
description, this study aims to explore the system operation and core concept of
kinship foster care in Taiwan, and further make suggestions about the system
establishment and research on kinship foster care.

In this study, social workers agreed that "placing the children with placement
needs in the kinship family after an assessment” is identified as kinship foster care
service. After comparing the domestic cases of kinship foster care and the kinship
foster care model of United States, many similarities, and some structural differences
between the two countries were found.

The social workers point out that the kinship foster care was better, and has the
advantages of consanguinity, reduction of trauma and alienation. Stable placement
environment which avoids re-entry placement. Similar life experience which reduces
child’s uncertainty and anxiety, and the sense of belonging as well as retaining the
cultural context and respect of the original lifestyle. Nevertheless, inevitably kinship
foster care has problems in practice as well, which includes interference from original
family, the gap between policy makers and executors of kinship foster care, discord
between the original family and relatives, and difficulties of reconstruction and
management from the original family. Besides, individual case differences should

also be considered. These issues also need to be solved eagerly.



The social workers strongly recommend that the government should actively
create a better mechanism of kinship foster care, and manage and supervise it
continuously. This includes setting up a system containing audit standards, foster
grants planning, education and counseling systems, and regular follow-up assessment
of performance as a matter of urgency for a stable social policy.

As an exploratory study, this study hopes to provide suggestions about structuring
kinship foster care system by means of compiling social workers’ practical experiences
and points of view. However, since the implementation of kinship foster care may face
some unintended effects, government agencies should consider and prepare in
advance to construct the more appropriate kinship foster care service model in

Taiwan.
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