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Abstract

The present research was designed to investigate the Chinese authenticity. Kernis
(2003) defined authenticity as “the unobstructed operation of one's true or core self in
one's daily enterprise”. However, the topic hasn’t been explored in Chinese culture.
Therefore, based on the Authenticity Inventory ( Goldman & Kernis, 2003) and the
concept of social-oriented self-actualizers proposed by Yang (2003), we developed the
Chinese authenticity inventory first, then conducted experiments to explore the
concept of Chinese authenticity. The purpose of study 1A was to check the
correlations between the scale of Chinese authenticity and other scales to establish the
validity of the scale. The result showed that Chinese authenticity has two major
components: “authentic expression” and “flexibility”. In study 1B, one hundred and
six participants were assigned to a 2 (prime: independent self vs. interdependent self)
X 2 (evaluation: positive vs. negative) x 2 (guanxi-closeness: good friend vs.
acquaintance) x 2 (acceptance: high vs. low ) mixed design. The main dependent
measure was the degree of authenticity. The result indicated that low acceptance of
negative evaluation from an acquaintance would be considered as more authentic. In
study 2, one hundred and twenty-one participants were assigned to a 2 (prime:
independent self vs. interdependent self) x 2 (guanxi-closeness: good friend vs.
acquaintance) x 2 (the degree of compromise : high vs. low) between-subjects design.
The result showed a significant three-way interaction, participants who were primed
with independent self would rate behavior that showed low compromise to an
acquaintance as more authentic. To sum up, this present study indicated that Chinese
authenticity is more complicated than Kernis (2003) was defined. Chinese people
often take “guanxi” into consideration when they decide how to act in different

situations, and this doesn’t violate their concept of authenticity.
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