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Case Analysis on the Representation of Gender Issues in
Taiwanese Television Programs

English Abstract

Gender equality, also known as gender equity, has been regarded as the
mainstream value in modern society. Gender equality is, first and foremost, a human
right. Women are entitled to live in dignity and in freedom from want and from fear.
Empowering women is also an indispensable idea for the representation on gender

1ssues in mass media.

This purpose of this project is to gather both positive and negative cases on the
representation of gender issues in Taiwanese Television programs. This research is
conducted by multimethods which include documentary analysis, case studies, as well
as focus group discussion.

Documents are consisted of literature, regulations, code of practices, as well as
guidelines for broadcasting industries of UK, Canada, U. S. A., Japan, and Australia.
Case studies focus on five genres: television drama, variety show, singing game show,
news report, and talk show. Altogether 36 negative case and 15 positive case are
studied by text analysis. Two focus group discussions with 12 gender experts and

professors, and representative from NGO on gender equity were administered.

According to the text analysis on television programs, the format of negative
cases of television programs are centered around the representation of gender
prejudice, stereotypes, gender discrimination, gender harassment, gender-based
violence, and gender crimes.

Mostly, the female guests of variety show, singing game show, talk show do not
be empowered to speak for themselves. For example, the male hosts, even the male
guests of variety show would make fun of the one-dimension of gender images,
gender roles, as well as gender relationships. A female guest usually does not have

the right to respond the stereotypes made from the male host and speak for herself.

vi



On the other hand, the format of positive cases of television programs consist of
the diversity of gender images, gender roles, gender relationships. Taking a drama
for instance, the separation of couples does not often result to the hates between
ex-couples. Instead, they may overcome the unnecessary jealous between women

(ex-girlfriend and girlfriend) and keep harmony relationship with each other.

Among the dialects of talk shows, guests from different walks of life may stand
on different point of view while arguing with each other on gender issues. A
successful talk show may represent diverse viewpoints and the value of gender equity.
A negative case may represent one-dimension approach of gender issues or

exaggerate the stereotypes of gender images and gender roles.

Some news reports cover the diverse and professional role of female such as a
firewoman, sportswomen, or a female boss who struggle with her own hands.  Even
the investigation of single men and women, the language may be used appropriately
or not. Most television news cover sing men and women by a negative and ironic
tone. However, one television news reports the same story totally differently with

the portrayal of multiple gender images.

Based on the results of two focus group discussions, discussants tend to suggest
to encourage the representation of gender issues correctly first, and then to avoid
representation of stereotypes, gender prejudice, gender discrimination, gender
harassment, gender-based violence, and gender crimes. There exists different degree

of negative portrayal of gender issues.

Thus, this project proposes four major points for the Code of Practice on Gender
Issues in Taiwanese programs:
1. To avoid the representation of gender stereotypes, gender prejudice, and gender
discrimination
2. To avoid the representation of gender harassment, gender-based violence, and
gender crimes.
3. /To exact television rating in order to protect children first
To encourage the representation of multiple gender images, gender roles, as well

as gender relationship.

According to the opinions of discussants from two focus group discussions, the

vii



governance on the representation of gender issues in Taiwanese programs should
encourage television producers, hosts, script writers to value gender equity first and
have public hearing for media workers, policy makers, gender experts from NGO, and

gender scholars. To educate media workers is better than to punish media workers.

Further, both gender experts and media managers suggest the government should
invite the third party such as NGO to monitor the representation of gender issues in
television programs. Case studies for gender issues of Taiwanese television
programs should be conducted every year. These updated cases may educate media
workers to avoid mistakes and share the successful cases on gender issues with each

other.
There is no doubt to protect children from the harmful information of television

first. The degree of negative representation should be concerned while regulating

related gender issues on Taiwanese television programs.
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