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Abstract
The end of the Cold War, with rising globalization, membership of international
organizations and regional security, small states today enjoy more international
prestige and visibility than at any other time in history. Many small states, mostly
emerged from the dissolution of the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, are given new
opportunity and challenges by the series of recent enlargement of the European Union
in the period of 1995-2007. According to research of some scholars, small states can
become more influential in an international system where sovereignty is under siege.
The EU is the most obvious example. Thus, this research project makes a modest
contribution towards this goal by exploring three main questions: 1) Have these small
states become more influential in a complex multi-actor governance system, 2) How
can we explain the behavior of small EU member state? 3) And are there special ways
of exerting influence for small states in the EU?
Keywords : Small State, Multi-level Governance, Lisbon Treaty, Qualified Majority
Vote, Unanimity.
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