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Interview with Gail McElroy
2009 Oct. 16, 2pm

Department of Political Science,
Trinity College Dublin

She did not feel awkward when first heard that there would be 2" referendum:

“It’s inevitable.”

“I don’t make normal judgments.” “Who can say the voters were right the first time,
and wrong this time? Or vice versa?”

“Those who changed their minds from no’ to ‘yes’ are the least informed. They
pretend they understand this time, but if you test them, they do the worst.”

Did the Lisbon referendums change citizens in terms of their knowledge of or
interests in the EU?
“NO',,

She is with Moravcsik on this: “People just don’t care.”

Even though the electoral connection is weak, there’s some connection. The political
spectrum formed by the political groups in the EU corresponds to the political
spectrum at national level.

Me: but that’s because MEPs are nominated/elected according to existing social
cleavages at domestic level. The other dimension you can’t see is the
pro-anti-integration spectrum.

“But that dimension is just not salient. People don’t care.”

Does she think European elections will become less “second order” even in the
long-run?

“No. Not for a long time.” “In some countries, e.g., Denmark, Germany, you do see a
lot of media exposure and discussion on what the MEPs of a party have done in the
EP.” “But remember, even in national elections, voters don’t know what their MPs
have done in the Parliament.”

Lisbon has moved migration and justice affairs to QMV. Does this mean, according to
Moravcsik’s arguments, that these issues have suddenly become less salient in the
minds of the voters?

“It’s hard to say. But one thing member states will never give up is taxes, for sure.”

Me: People don’t care about democratic deficit, but don’t you think that if the



decision-making procedures were made democratic, the policy outcomes would be
very different?

“I don’t think they’ll be very different. This is an empirical question; you have to find
it out empirically. Although I doubt very much that policy outcomes would be very
different.”

Me: Are citizens less Europeanized?

“The degree of Europeanization varies among citizens. The best educated are
probably the most Europeanized. Farmers can be quite Europeanized as well. Workers
who have not been able to take advantage of free mobility are probably the least
Europeanized. Class matters in this question. It varies among countries as well.”

Does she think the “citizen initiation” provision in the Lisbon Treaty will become a
significant tool?

“No. It’s just window dressing. One million signatures are easy to get. But if an issue
is that important, it would have already been addressed through other existing
channels.”

Does she think Lisbon will make the Council transparent?

“No. How do you make horse trading and logrolling transparent? They happen under
table, in the corridors, not in the meetings. And voting is so rare in the Council. QMYV,
unanimity, it just doesn’t make much differences.”



Interview with Daniel Thomas

2009 Oct. 18, 2pm

Director, UCD Dublin European Institute

UCD School of Politics and International Relations

He didn’t like the term: “Democratic Deficit.” He doesn’t think the “structure” of the
EU has any democratic problems: Directly, EP represents, indirectly, national
governments represent through the Council.

But it does bother him that citizens are “disconnected” to the EU.

2" Irish referendum made him uncomfortable in the beginning. But later he didn’t
think too much of it except it’s a waste of money. No one said there couldn’t be a 2",
3". .. referendum. As long as the government did not act contradictory to what the
people say they want in the referendum, you can’t say it’s undemocratic.

His work: normative institutionalism. Norms, socialization, communication, learning
are important. Does he think elites have more such opportunities, therefore making
the mass-elite gap even worse?

Yes, he does think so. He thinks the responsibility of fixing the disconnectedness is on
national governments, and they’re not doing a good job: Claiming credit when
convenient, blaming Brussels when convenient.

Governments need to make schools educate more about European history and the EU.

Irish media does ok on reporting EU affairs. Right now, the media is preoccupied with
the economic situation, therefore few reports on the EU is understandable.

EU likes to talk about norms and values (NB for normative institutionalism as well),
but the EU itself is not that democratic.

Him: “the EU is not against the democratic principle; it just has a lot of flaws in the
practice of democracy.” “Democracy is designed/should be applied to nation state,
where there is a population and a government. The EU is too complex for that.”

He told the story of how an Irish MP giving a blank face when a friend asked “now
that the Lisbon Treaty has given you more power to scrutinize the EU, are you going
to take advantage of that new power?”



Interview with Ben Tonra

2009 Oct. 18, 4:30 pm

Director, Graduate School — Human Sciences
UCD

New treaties must be ratified through referendum is NOT written in the Irish
Constitution. It was a Supreme Court ruling. It is possible that this ruling will be
subject to different interpretation. But politically, it would not be wise to interpret it
differently.

Does he think elites more Europeanized than the mass?

Elites provide competing narratives about the EU, giving options to citizens. These
narratives contest with one another.

Citizens groups have European federations. There’s all kinds of European federations
for social groups.

For survey after the 1 Irish referendum, read Edward Brown’s analysis.

If you don’t know much about an issue, you’ll vote conservatively, that is, you’ll vote
for the status quo. For the 2" Irish referendum, the Yes camp learned to make “yes”
the status quo. But given Nice and given Maastricht in Denmark and CT in France
and the Netherlands, he thinks the Irish government should have learned before the 1%
referendum.

Worth noticing: Those who voted no came mainly from young people, more so in the
2" referendum.

EU=Diplomacy + (parliamentary) Democracy

This is very uncomfortable fusion.

The apathy is strong. He wouldn’t say voters are alienated. The key is there’s no
affinity between the people and the EU as there is between the people and their own
governments.

Politicize or not politicize?
Him: “Maybe Moravcsik has a point there.”



