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Abstract :

Since China and ASEAN reached an agreement on the “Declaration on the Conduct
of Parties in the South China Sea” in November 2002, tension among all claimants
has been effectively reduced. All claimants except Taiwan shift from their original
territorial claims over islands and reefs in the South China Sea to advocating joint
exploitation of maritime resources. The main direction in the region thus seems to
pursuing for “cooperation” rather than “competition”. In 2005, after China-ASEAN
summit, the South China Sea was identified as the “sea of friendship”. It is imperative

to note that the successful workshop process on “the Managing Potential Conflicts in



the South China Sea” has faced a new round of challenge.

Not only has the function of the workshop as a dialogue platform been replaced by the
track one official fora, but also the original sponsor of the workshop - Asia-Pacific
Ocean Cooperation Programme of the Canadian International Development Agency,
CIDA —decided to stop funding the process. Over the past decade, Taiwan’s inertia on
the South China Sea has found itself being isolated and even neglected in regional
processes. As Taiwan has completed construction of its airstrip in the Taiping Island
(Itu Aba Island) in December 2007, many believe that it is going to change the
strategic landscape of South China Sea for many years and give Taiwan a new
strategic niche in the Spratly Islands. Based upon strategic evolution of new
developing trends, this project application tries to pursue what new strategic picture in
the South China Sea may evolve.

The purpose of this project is to examine implications of new developing trends in the
South China Sea for Taiwan’s security strategy. The research agenda of this project
will contribute to analyzing strategy and policy of all claimants and intends to search
for Taiwan’s new role and best strategy up-to-date. It is a hope that the outcome of
this research would be able to contribute to policy-making in Taiwan and generate
great momentum for further debates on the South China Sea policy in Taiwan and the
region.

Keywords: South China Sea, South China Sea Claimants, National Security Strategy,
Code of Conducts, Sea Lane of Communication
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