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Challenges for Foreign Policy Adjustment in Sweden

The purpose of the article is to explore the challenges of a small power of its
policy adjustment in the face of international environment change. Sweden is taken as
the case study in the research. Sweden is often considered as the top performance
country in international arena among the small powers. However, while international
environment was changed, Sweden confronted serious difficulties and challenges for
its policy adjustments. According to realism, a small power for the purpose of
survival and interest has to be more flexible and responsive to international changes.
But it could hardly be applied to Sweden. The research finds that even to a small
power, policy change or adjustment is not that easy as many presume. Identity plays
an important part in policy establishment and adjustment, and policy change can not
be realized without national identity. Hence, constructivism is applied in the research
to supplement the insufficiency of realism in analysis of Sweden’s foreign policy
change.

Keywords: Sweden, neutralism, small powers, policy adjustment,
Europeanization
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