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Summary

This research adopts the comparative analysis approach to confirm the similarities
and differences between two organizations. Also through neo-realism the interests
of ASEN and EU and their mutual differences should be clarified.

The historic background of East Asia and Europe is so different that the religion



plays an extremely important role in Europe but in Asia the situation is very

disorderly. During the time of colonization the West has invaded the East due to
different perceptions and values. In the Cold War Era Europe begins to integrate
actively after disastrous war time experiences. But Asia is still in the chaos
caused by war and most of Asian countries become independent from colonialism.

Therefore both sides have different stance on the surrender of their sovereignty
which differs a lot in terms of decision-making process and enlargement between
the EU and ASEAN. Finally, in the post-Cold War era, Asia and Europe meet again.
Although both sides are equal partners the differences between them are still great.
But, at least, the relations between the two sides have been improving.

In sum there is little in common between the European Union and ASEAN. Because of
the historical and war time experiences in Europe the process of integration has
prevailed over the tactic of balance of power among nations. Therefore, it starts
with supranational structure to move toward to single market and political and
economic union. To this date the EU has the highest degree of integration in the
world. But ASEAN is quite different. It has aimed from the beginning to strengthen
their national capability and the real integration process has just begun.
Accordingly the ASEAN can only be regarded as an inter-governmental cooperative
mechanism with rather limited effect.

Although the EU has just come out of constitutional crisis their future is still
filled with uncertainties. On the contrary, with its rather loose organized
structure, the ASEAN has already overcome lots of obstacles. This is another
evidence of the different culture and values between Europe and Asia.

Originally from European point of view EU" s relation to ASEAN was not so
significant. The bilateral relations have caught more attention after the
experiences of international security problems and the dispute over human rights.
Especially the economic and trade interests become conspicuous. Relatively ASEAN
puts much more weight on its relations to the EU. Although the human rights issue
remains dispute between the both sides its destructiveness had already lowered a
lot. However, the predicament of Europe’s constitution and rise of China have
negative impact to the EU-ASEAN relations.
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