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This study is intended to explore the deep relationship between
nationalism, or *“image of the nation” and “immigration and
naturalization law”. Since every nation-state has its own “myth of the
nation” or “spirit of nation-building”, which largely influences its
attitudes toward immigrants; it is worthwhile to uncover how the
“nation-building” assumption makes implications upon the nation’s
immigration and naturalization law and policy.

Theoretically, the very nationalism in specific country is
inherently interrelated with its immigration policy. For one thing,
immigration and naturalization policy determine “who the sovereign
is” and “what sort this nation is looking like”; for another, the
nation’s background understanding or deeply-rooted assumption
would determine how to develop the immigration and naturalization
policies.

On the experience level, comparative studies show that every
nation-state has its unique immigration regime which has connection
with the “myth of nation-building” thereof. Therefore, understanding
the very nationalist theory in every country is the first step to grasp
the underlying concern of its immigration laws and policies.
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Taiwan is facing the serious challenge due to the increasing
numbers of immigrants, especially marriage immigrants, when it is
trying to establish its independent and subjective status. The
decisionmakers nonetheless cannot develop a coherent immigration
and naturalization policy. One of the reasons is just that few have
elaborated what sort of the “nation” we wish to establish. Despite the
history of immigration, Taiwan’s legal system has never reflected the
immigration reality.

Thus, this project attempts to provide the following outcomes:

1. To establish that immigration and naturalization law must be based
upon specific image or assumption derived from nation-building
processes.

2. To marshal, analyze, and compare a number of major countries’
immigration policy against the background of their respectful
nationalism.

3. To prove that the current immigration policy in Taiwan is by no
means “inevitable”. Rather, it could/should be subjected to
modification, especially when we review and reflect the policy
system’s underlying nationalist assumption.

4. To provide a healthier, global, and realistic Taiwanese nationalist
theory as the basis of Taiwan’s immigration and naturalization
laws.

5. To make specific recommendations to amend the current
immigration and naturalization laws.

Key Words:
nation-building, nationalism, image of the nation, national identity,

immigration, naturalization, immigration law, multiculturalism,
assimilation, open republic
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