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The Immigration Policy of the European Union:
Taiwan’s Perspective

Abstract

With the economic revival in Europe after World War 11, the successful
development of the European Community, and the establishment of the European
Union and its expansion, has motivated more people to immigrate to the European
Union which, at the same time, has brought more social, economic and public security
problems.

According to a report published by the European Union in 2007, until 2006,
there were approximately 18,500,000 non-European immigrants within the 27
member states, which was about 3.8% of total European Union population. Although
the European Community did emphasize on the free mobility between member states,
it has been totally under under control of each member state. It was not until the
Schengen Agreement in 1985 and the European Single Act in 1986 did the member
states begin to work on the cooperation for the immigration policy.

For more than a decade in Taiwan, with the need for globalization in economic,
trade and open policy toward Mainland China, more and more foreign immigrants
have been rushing into Taiwan and this has caused serious economic and social
problems . The purpose of this article is, firstly, to explore and discuss the history,
legal structure and strategic basis of the European Union on immigration policy, then
to evaluate it’s actions and results; thirdly to make a comparison to the current
situation of Taiwan and give a few insightful advice on the furure immigration policy
in Taiwan.

Keywords: European Union, International Migration, Immigration Policy, Foreign
Immigrants, Taiwan
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