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S NBETHRE
The structure of “iki”

[ Project abstract)

The center idea of the Japanese classic, The Strucutre of “iki,” is the theory of amour. With
European philosophy as the foundation, Kuki syuzo (1888-1941), a Japanese philosopher,
further draws on the art of Kabuki, the tune of kiyomoto (the background music played
during Kabuki’s performance), the ukiyoe (the pictures of the floating world), the mon’you
(a design pattern, frequently using geometric shapes or abstracted images of nature or
man-made objects) and etc., to define the concept of “iki.” Mastering the conception, the
structure, and the representation of “iki,” a unique Japanese aesthetic ideal, Kuki syuizo
concludes that the features of “iki” include “the seductive gestures shown in the presence of
the opposite sex,” “the temperament of the age of Edo,” and “the aesthetic awareness
during the moments of restraint and restfulness.” Kuki syiizo asserts that “iki” refers to a
liberal, romantic status, transcending the restraint of love, and mocks the constraining
system of marriage. “Iki” is a distinctive feel in Japanese aesthetics. Based on the
characteristics of geisya of Fukagawa during the end of the age of Edo, Kuki syiizo
delineates his ideal of “iki” — refined, persistent, and coquettish — which he believes is a

form of self-assertion in the Yamato way of existence.

Kuki syiizo’s The Structure of “iki,” published in 1930, is not only the result of his many
year meditation but also a work inspired by Martin Heideggar’s hermeneutics. Kuki syuizo
indicates that despite that the experience and thinking are among the essential east-Asian
qualities of Japanese art, his work aims to incorporate the ideas and theories of various
European thinkers, such as Henri Bergson (1859-1941), Edward Husserl, (1859-1938), and
Martin Heideggar in Being and Time. Particularly inspired by Heideggar’s hermeneutics, he

attempts to interpret the notion of “iki” through a more lucid perspective.

Western philosophy, literature and art are not the only concerns of this Japanese classic.
Kuki syuizo also made cross-references to customs and costumes in the age of Edo and
examples in “literature of lechery.” A large number of original footnotes in the literary texts
influenced by the lecherous culture and plentiful illustrations in the ukiyoe of Edo culture
could be found in the notes of translation in the Chinese translation of the book.
Researchers working on related fields of study would find the book a successful integration

of phenomenon in Western philosophy and artistic ideas in Japanese culture of lechery.

Key words:
The structure of “iki”, Kuki sytizo, Kabuki, kiyomoto, ukiyoe, Martin Heidegger,

Edo Culture, literature of lechery
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