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Unusual kind of Female’s “Falling in Love” in Japanese modern literature
— Escape and Hold on to <the Social System>
( I.Research work of Hayasifumiko)

“Unbounded Longing for Love” of the prostitutes
—Comprehensive reading over Hayasifumiko’s “Bankyu” and
Okamotokanoko’s “Tales of an Old Prostitute”—

[ Abstract]

How can the “Falling in Love” topics in the Showa era female literature after the
World War II overthrow the dreg of traditional “irogoi” that kept on obsessing the male
authors? “Geisha” that are expected to solve the sex demands for man can be classified as
not only the “no marriage females”, but also the “Unusual Kind” of females out of the
“family system”. How can they face with the traditional “falling in live” homesick beyond
the luscious desire? This article would like to compare between Hayasifumiko’s “Bankyu”
and Okamotokanoko’s “Tales of an Old Prostitute”. Both articles are pieces of works that
use “Old Geisha that Falls in Love” as their topics. For Geisha that sell her body, it
emphasized on what the longing for :”purity” and “genuine love” is all about. It tried to

investigate the interaction relationship of them with “others” and the “society”.

In the “Bankyu”, what the San was looking for is the “bashful and shy” pure love male.
She had been enchanted with such kind of “naive affection” and though that was fabulous
elegancy. As to the matter of “keeping an inamorato”, San had even been kept as fancy lady
by one of her bedmate Itatani. They had sex once a week. She can also enjoy the scenery of
lardy-dardy. Although she managed to work hard in maintaining the flamboyance stage
picture of the Geisha, as the bold headed mid-aged old lover came to her for borrowing
money without any act of shyness, she turned down this “male” others’ dangling with
reluctance and desperation. Nevertheless, for the heat-whole love and passion of the
romance that depend merely on youth, spiritually, she still hold the clinging emotion and
delusion of the old “love” homesick.

Okamotokanoko’s old prostitute emphasized over the “ego vital power” part. Through
her whole life, she was looking for her heaven chosen mate until her last breath. The old
prostitute raised the man just like any other domestic animal. “They were as cute as big
pets”. Therefore, it doesn’t matter that much even the gigolo ran away or escaped

occasionally. They will be back by themselves when the time is due. She realized her
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“bountiful and shinny life” through a young man. Okamotokanoko’s passion of the “pure
love” has more self-dependence (awaken consciousness) ‘“mother nature ” and “demon
nature” constituents in it.

Both females demonstrated the reinforced functions of ego subjective status of women
after the Syouwa Era. Whether in the case of turning down the entrance of other one, or the
raising of gigolo, these two females knew themselves and their social status very clearly.
This will illustrate the two completely different phases of the two “falling in Love”. They
no longer anticipated the “complete combustion” and owning for the “merging” relationship.
Neither is it the changing of ego-alien relationship. “Empty Loneliness” is exactly the only

destiny for the “Love” between man and woman after the War.

Key words: :
Falling in Love ~ irogoi ~ Hayasifumiko ~ Banku » Okamotokanoko ~ old prostitute
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