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Translated Modernity Reconsidered: The Introduction and Practice of New Criticism in

Taiwanese Modernist Literature

Keywords: New Criticism Modernism translated modernity Yen Yuan-Shu Yu

Kwang-Chung

New Criticism was formally introduced into Taiwan in the mid-1960 when Professor Yen
Yuan-Shu, who had come back from America, and taught at the Department of Foreign
Languages and Literature, National Taiwan University, began to elevate the banner of New
Criticism in the Taiwan literary scene. Yen not only made efforts in promoting the theory of New
Criticism, but also put this theory into practice by way of analyzing and evaluating the woks of
modernist writers at that time. With his devotion to the pursuit of the embodiment of New
Criticism, Yen eventually leaded the practice of New Criticism to reach its apex between the late
1960 and early 1970. :

However, it doesn’t mean that the theory of New Criticism had not had chances to be put in
practice before Yen Yuan-Shu action. As early as late 1950, in the publication of literary
magazine, Wen-hsueh tsa-chih(3Z 2235 )sponsored by Prof. Hsia Tsi-An, Taiwan had already
witnessed the writing of literary criticism. The first scholar who had applied the methods of New
Criticism was no other than Professor Hsia Tsi-Ching. His English edition of History of Modern
Chinese Fiction had exemplified the application of New Criticism not only on the writing of
literary history, but also on the appraisal of modernist works in Taiwan. His younger
contemporaries like Yu Kwang-Chung and William Yip also involved themselves in the Chinese
translation of modernist poetry and poetic theory written by English and American poets, and
furthermore, devoted themselves to the critical work on Taiwanese modernist poetry. Thought
their works were not in name of New Criticism, their writing strategies were very close to the
spirit of New Criticism.

This research project propose to reexamine the cultural implication and impact of New
Criticism which had entered its final stage during the late 1970, especially after the outbreak of
Polemics over Nativistic Literature in 1977. The translated modernity of New Criticism, though
having its implicit and subtle connections with the expansion of imperialism and colonialism
accompanied by the coming of powerful American culture, did have its immeasurable influence
on the unfolding of the modernist literary movement in Taiwan, between the 1960 and 1970. The
introduction of New Criticism during that period did elevate the visibility of the genre of literary

criticism in the writing of Taiwanese literary history.
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HEER—RATRO KT ML R dB 2L LEHNTRLESEL S #F
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#BAEKGESE - (FR) (ZRABHA) HEERGT AMME (negativity) » R4 IHF
VR EEHREEE  BAREFXAGRRATEME - AL PBARMRFA R L
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PP ey B £ (negativity)» &4F#4343 T 48 Eloise Knapp Hay, T. S. Eliot’ s Negative Way,
Cambridge : Harvard University Press, 1982.
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B 9-40 o


gss006
文字方塊


T EE > BN EE (change within tradition) FREZAHEE: - X8 B
BAERRELEHMNERE £ B ALTEREFZUERAYHEAY - ALXALT
LARKEESZ AR EFEOME HACBABIAMETESFR AT FARAEH
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EGHEARETEHHE - a3k (closereading) #9311 AL R T8 H - 24

"B (MR TERARFOLLERL) (X BER) &b Ex 1972 B T5
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F o BABANMMIFGEE o D AAH  RERRXLHMRFIEIAT (HTERRK
HHBLER) (AATHRATEER)  GEMWEAR) (@RE xR &) (B
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K XEBEAABRBEHRETHOMRIPNE - — AL EMFRBIEARL  HBEREN
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