B>~ & AEHEER

FRERALERY L - BALH

hEKE RER BL

The Voting Behavior of Women Voters
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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the social background characteristics, voting orientations,
and voting behavior of female voters in Taipei City during the 2010 Taipei Mayoral Election
and analyze the most important factors which influenced the voting behavior of female voters
in Taipei City.

The analysis method adopted by this study was the secondary analysis. The data were
retrieved from the “Taiwan’s Election and Democratization Study” of a 3-year research
project from 2009 to 2012 (2/3): The Survey Project of 2010 Municipal Mayoral Election
(TEDS 2010C): NSC 99-2420-H-031-002. Statistical analysis methods such as frequencies,
Chi-square test, t-test, Analysis of variance (ANOVA), and logistic regression model were

applied to the data and the results were interpreted.
After the statistical analyses were performed, the findings are summarized below:

1. Female and male voters in Taipei City were different in political knowledge, party
identification, candidate evaluation, which candidate can represent the voters concerned
issue, and satisfaction of mayoral’s performance. However, in the aspect of whom to vote,
both male and female voters mostly voted for Lung-bin Hau, though with different
percentages. The key factors which influenced the voting behavior of female and male

voters in Taipei City included two variables: party identification and candidate evaluation.

2. For the interviewed female voters in Taipei City, variables proposed by this study,
including province of origin, income, ethnic group identification, party identification,
candidate evaluation difference, candidate feeling thermometer, which candidate can
represent the voter’s concerned issue, satisfaction of mayoral’s performance, were all
significantly related to their voting behavior respectively. In other words, these variables

could influence the voting behavior of female voters in Taipei City. After including these



variables in the same model to compare their relative influences, it was found that the two

most influential variables were “party identification” and “candidate evaluation difference”.

3. For the female voters in Taipei City, the demographic variables such as province of origin,
income, and ethnic group identification were significantly related to their voting behavior
respectively. However, compared with other social psychological variables like party
identification, and candidate evaluation, these demographic variables were not as
significant according to the results of the influence analysis using the logistic regression
model. Therefore, the social psychological approach proposed by the Michigan School was
better than the sociological approach proposed by the Columbia School in explanatory

power and prediction power of the voting behavior of female voters in Taipei City.

Key words: female voter, voting behavior, political knowledge, party identification, candidate
evaluation, which candidate can represent the voter’s concerned issue, satisfaction of
mayoral’s performance, accident
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