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Islam ~ the Military and Democratic Rules: The Case of Sudan

Abstract

The charisma leader Muhammad Ahmad used the Mahdi theology to call a
large mass of people that overthrew the Turkish colonial rule. In the early independent
time, Abd al-Rahman combined nationalism with his inherited Mahdi power. He
advocated an ideal of “Independent Sudan” in public and transformed his religious
organization into the Umma party. After Abd al-Rahman passed away, his grandson
Sadiq al-Mahdi had gone through three times the rotation of the democratic and
military rules. Sadiq al-Mahdi has changed the Mahdi theology that calls people
“jihad”for Sudan’s democracy and independency. He also proclaims a democratic
progress with jihad against the military rule. As a result, Sudan, influenced by the
globalized pluralist political system, chooses Islamic political system as a “theocratic
alternative” to the present democratic and authoritarian systems to solve her domestic
problems. This thesis discusses how Sudan’s political theologies, including “Islamic
Democratic Theology” and “Islamic Social Theology”, interacted with the modern
political systems and its outcomes to the relation between the mass movements and the
six-time transitions between the democratic and military rules.

Key words: Charisma ~ Mahdi ~ Sudan ~ Umma -~ Islamic Democratic Theology -

Islamic Social Theology.
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1989-2000, Leiden Boston: Brill, 2003, pp.5-7.
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