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Abstract

Even though the agricultural and business activities in Taiwan had developed at
certain extent, however there was not any associations of merchants until Jiao ( %[)
appeared. After the middle of the 18™ century, with the increasing number of
Chinese merchants entering Taiwan for land development and trading, the
mechanism of resolving the dispute in business, handling the public affairs assigned
from the local government had become an urgency. In this context, Jiao came into
being in Taiwan as a result.

This article will be focusing on the biggest associations of merchants that ever
appeared in Taiwan—Tainan-San-Jiao (ZFg—%f) , and investigating its interaction
with the local government and with the regional society in each period. After its
formal appearance in Jia-Qing (5B ) 1% year (1795) , through participating in
various public affairs such as driving out the pirates, transporting and purchasing
grains at fair price, dealing with disputes between local and foreign merchants,
building canals that connected military factories to sea, organizing and training
militia ( Tuanlian [E%f ) , Tainan-San-Jiao obtained the official seal, plaques, reward
and land property rights without paying land tax.

Upon the change of regime from Qing Dynasty to Japanese government, many
merchants chose to suspend their business and returned to mainland China, the
function of Tainan-San-Jiao had declined for a period of time. It was not until Meiji

(HE3E) 32™vyear (1899) did it revive. This article will point out that the colonial
government has played a key role in policy making which contributed to the revival of
Tainan-San-Jiao, and later led Tainan-San-Jiao to establish the Shoukoukai ( § T ) .
After the revival of Tainan-San-Jiao, the merchants made modern investments

through this traditional merchant organization, and built up Tainan Credit



Cooperative(Shinyoukumiai {2 FH4H %) and Ishin Sugar Company(lshin seitoukaishixya
Bl E 1) .

In Taishou ( K 1F ) period, the function of merchant organization of
Tainan-San-Jiao has been transferred to the Chamber of Commerce. After
transformation, Tainan-San-Jiao which was no longer merchant organization, actively
participated in social activities, in the meanwhile the house property belonged to
Tainan-San-Jiao was tore down due to the Urban Renewal in progress. However,
Tainan-San-Jiao failed to receive compensation since Tainan-San-Jiao was then seen
as a property-owning ancestral worship association(Z3fE/\2E). Tainan-San-Jiao
therefore planed to apply for transforming to Corporation Aggregate, yet the issue
was postponed owing to the conflicts among factions within the organization. In
Shouwa (HHH1) period, the old faction accused the new faction of the embezzling
property and receiving sales commission. After a period of litigation, the two factions
eventually decided to dismiss Tainan-San-Jiao under the order of the government,
and its property was shifted to the Chamber of Commerce, later was taken over by

the Chamber of Commerce of Tainan City aftermath of World War 2.
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