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The Practice of Agricultural Multifunctionality in
Indigenous Community of Taiwan - A Case Study in Shi-Lei
Indigenous Community, Jienshih Township, Hsinchu County,
Taiwan

Abstract

According to OECD (Organization Economic Cooperation and
Development, OECD), multifunctionality is defined as: the economic
activities with multiple outputs, you can also have various goals of the
community contributed, that is, the concept of versatility is the event oriented,
and multiple output production process with the characteristics of the
combination; terms of agriculture, emphasis between agricultural production
and environmental integration, and a variety of goods and non-joint production
of goods results. Perspective on agricultural multifunctionality words, mountain
agriculture can produce diverse crops than to create commercial value, it can
also increase the activation of soil conservation, water conservation and other
non-commercial value of the function through organic farming methods. For the
aboriginal tribes, the mountain also features the development of organic
agriculture consensus ethnic cohesion, the traditional ecological knowledge,
tribal relationships reconstruction social function, and landscape preservation,
such as biodiversity, land ethics, human health and food safety maintain, are all
manifestation of non-commaodity value.

At present, mountain agriculture is still an important industry in indigenous
areas, and agriculture is a source of income for those people, so agriculture is
very important to the tribes. But because the residence is located on the
upstream of Shihmen Reservoir catchment area, restricted by the current law in
the law and restrictions, resulting some people to leave the tribe. How to boost
agriculture towards sustainable mountain development in the direction of
concern will be a subject. In the past, people increase production by using
chemical fertilizers and pesticides in farming; however, it will affect the
function of the provision of agricultural land, the land gradually from the
traditional concept of departure from the land ethic. Through the design of
multifunctional agriculture or marketing, or promotion of tribal agricultural
development, taking into account the tribal people's traditional culture and
values, community development, tribal cohesion consensus position towards
sustainable agricultural development. This transformation will be selected on
agriculture as a case after the mountain region through literature analysis, depth
interviews, participant observation and other research methods, on how to tribal



sustainable agricultural development and land use integration to other tribes as
viable agricultural development direction and set policies for government
research and reference.

Key words: Aboriginal areas, organic agriculture, multifunctionality,
agricultural policies, tribal development
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