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This is a case study of the PeoPo web site -- an online multi-media citizen journalism platform in
Taiwan.

Under the rapid change of digital technologies and the growing popularity of personal communication, the
research examines practical experience of the community-based participatory media, the impact of the new
culture of media to the traditional journalism and its social meaning to the society.

Using participatory observation and in-depth interview, the study illustrates that local people and
minority of the remote villages’ voices and images can be seen and heard by the outside world when citizen
reporters presented news footages to the PeoPo platform of the Public Television Service. The new form of
media may changes power relationship and community development by interactions of mediated and
non-mediated communication. However, the role of gatewatching and guidedog of the citizen journalism is
under- developed, a longer-term, more popular and deeper roots of digital community media is needed.

Key words: community communication, information communication technology, community empowerment,
community development
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