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Abstract

“The culture industry’, ‘culture industries’, ‘creative industries’ and “cultural and creative
industries’ differ from each other not only in terms but in their politics. Having its origin
from the Frankfurt School, ‘the culture industry’ has been least invoked, while the other
three actually have a same denotation and reveal their instrumental reasoning. They
succumb to (capital) empires and have different outlooks in Taiwan and China. Official
popularity of the concept and practice that recognizes economic aspects of culture did not
arise until 2000 in China; its increasing spread came five or six years later, centuring
upon Beijing and Shanghai. In comparison, Taiwan made ‘cultural and creative
industries’ one of its eight target policies in 2002 and have since received more and more
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official endorsements, though the audio-visual sector has during this period been one of
the weakest. Onthe other hand, as a combating field between value and instrumental
reasons, Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions had seen rather pale receptions across the Strait. In 2004, China held one of
the ministerial meetings that lead to adoption of the Convention, but has not seen any
corresponding promotion of its awareness or practices. Between 2005 and 2007,
Taiwan’s Cultural Affairs Commission did have six occasions that the Convention was
promulgated, but it looks that it’s out of the French initiative, rather than its original
policy. In addition to official rhetoric or policy, academics do play a part; it’s more of
legal-economic scholarship that deals with the Convention, while the cultural or media
studies opt for cultural and creative industries. Such a ‘division of labour’ may betray a
fact that discourses on ‘cultural economy’ attaches to a ‘cultural politics’ logic of
instrumental reason.

Keywords : culture industries, creative industries, Unesco convention of cultural

diversity, culture economics, culture politics
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