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Abstract

This research examines how television
reported the campaign and candidates during
the 2008 Presidential Election in Taiwan. This
research is based on a content analysis and a
case study. Election news stories chosen for
analysis were from the evening news of six
television stations. Two important news issues
were chosen for the case study

Results of this research showed that the
election coverage of CTV and FTV were most
biased. The coverage of CTV favored KMT
candidates, and the coverage of FTV favored
DPP candidates. CTS and TVBS-N were far
more balanced in their coverage of the election
than other television stations. Besides, this
research also showed that compared to the
campaign coverage of 2000 and 2004
presidential election, the three terrestrial
television stations, TTV, CTV and CTS, were

more balanced in their coverage of 2008



presidential election. This implies that the
change of ownership has contributed to the
achievement of more balanced election
coverage in the three terrestrial television

stations.
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