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Preliminary Investigation of CNA Wire Stories during the February 28 Incident, Their

Influence and Implication in Mass Communication Theory

Abstract

The February 28 Incident erupted in 1947 marks the watershed in Taiwan’s modern history.
The incident resulted from the maladministration of General Chen Yi. The Taiwanese people
demanded reforms and yet were cracked down by the Nationalist government’s troops.
Innumerable arrests and imprisonments, along with the massacre of thousands of Taiwanese elites
and intelligentsias that occurred in the years that followed in result wrecked countless homes and
families.

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s decision to send troops to crack down on the protesters in
Taiwan was apparently related to the information he received from Chen Yi, his governor cum
commander of Taiwan Garrison Command. In addition to reports from Chen, Central News
Agency wire stories, which usually served as crucial means to authenticate information from
Taiwan, also played a key role in verifying Chen’s telegrams for the Nationalist government at
Nanking.

This study analyzed wire stories released after the February 28 Incident by the CNA Taipei
Bureau which functioned as a news apparatus as well as an intelligence bureau in disguise. The
content of the news and the impact it had on Chiang’s violent solution are the primary concerns in
this research.  With the help of the texts provided by Lin Te-lung’s Historical Materials on
February 28 Official Secrets, the analysis focused itself on the 73 wire stories dating from February
28 to March 8 of 1947.  Aspects of how the cause of the incident was reported, how one’s ethnic
background was stereotyped, how the majority participants of the incident were described, and the
origins of the news sources were reviewed. The results indicated:

First of all, regarding the cause and the circumstances of the incident, merely 6 out of 73 wire
stories had some slight reference.  As the incident progressed, the CNA reports focused mainly on
how mainlanders were beaten up by the islanders. The demands for political and economical
reforms by the Taiwanese islanders were disregarded.

Secondly, the wire stories emphasized mostly the mainlanders were struck or even
slaughtered by the islanders. There seemed to be an intention to “victimize” the mainlanders and
hence create an impression of the islanders as the irrational mobs, so the public would have been
skewed with a biased view of the entire incident.

Thirdly, as the incident proceeded, Taipei Bureau of the CNA imprinted increasingly more
simplified and stereotypical images on the participants, such as “gangsters,” “racketeers,” “riot
creators,” and so forth.  Above all, the members of the February 28 Incident Committee were
blasphemed as “mobsters,” or “gang criminals” among others.

Finally, the majority of the wire stories were originated from the official news sources.

They were released in a well organized and rational conformity. On the other hand, the nonofficial
news sources were incomplete and fragmental.

If the way the CNA Taipei Bureau handled the February 28 Incident news report did not



directly instigate the Nationalist government at Nanking’s brutal crack down on the island, it
definitely lent a hand in its fermentation.

Key Words: The February 28 Incident, CNA Taipei Bureau, ethnic feuds and conflicts, riot, ethnic
cleansing
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