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The Free Trade Area of the Asia- Pacific (FTAAP) isnot a new
proposal or idea, but there were more and more elements good for
its devel opment emerging when the 1st target year of the Bogor
Goals (year 2010) arrived. The new momentum merits study. The
APEC Leaders Statement of 2010 identified arange of possible
pathways to achieve FTAAP, including ASEAN+3, ASEAN+6, and
TPP. TPP isderived from TPSEP, which contains an ' open
accession’ provision welcoming any APEC economy or State to
join. Since the United States announced its participation in the
expansion negotiation of the TPSEP (now commonly known as
TPP), the TPP's membership has been expanded from athree plus
one to nine. As aresult, the possibility for it to become the
framework of FTAAP increases significantly. This Study from a
legal perspective, analyzes the provisions of the TPP aswell as
the 'Model Measures' developed through years by APEC on various
RTAS/FTASs, and compares them with the provisions of the other
East AsaRTASFTAS, such as ASEAN + N. In addition, the Study
will explore their possible relation with the provisions of the WTO
Agreement. In order to provide policy consideration, the Study will
also discuss the legal feasibility of Taiwan’s participation in the
future FTAAP.
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Abstract

The Free Trade Area of the Asia -
Pacific (FTAAP) is not a new proposal or
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idea, but there were more and more
elements good for its development
emerging when the 1* target year of the
Bogor Goals (year 2010) arrived. The new
momentum merits study. The APEC
Leaders’ Statement of 2010 identified a
range of possible pathways to achieve
FTAAP, including ASEAN+3, ASEAN+6,
and TPP. TPP is derived from TPSEP,
which contains an “open accession”
provision welcoming any APEC economy
or State to join. Since the United States
announced its participation in the expansion
negotiation of the TPSEP (now commonly
known as TPP), the TPP’s membership has
been expanded from a three plus one to
nine. As a result, the possibility for it to
become the framework of FTAAP increases
significantly. This Study from a legal
perspective, analyzes the provisions of the
TPP as well as the “Model Measures”
developed through years by APEC on
various RTAS/FTAs, and compares them
with the provisions of the other East Asia
RTAS/FTASs, such as ASEAN + N. In
addition, the Study will explore their
possible relation with the provisions of the
WTO Agreement. In order to provide
policy consideration, the Study will also
discuss the legal feasibility of Taiwan’s



participation in the future FTAAP.

Keywords: Free Trade Area of the
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Trans-Pacific Strategic
Economic Partnership
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Partnership Agreement (TPP)
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