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Abstract

The collapse of the Soviet Union means the Cold War ends. The opposition between
the East and the West had been disappeared. There is so called " when the fish is caught ,
the net is laid aside.” So all the arming forces of each country were facing the reduction in
quantity and in the budget. For example, all types of American arming forces were ended
a lot of R&D plans and disarmament, and the European countries were facing the same
situation. In Russia, the situation became much worse than the West. Not only lack of
financial taxes support, the depreciation of the ruble was also huge. Let the salary of the
military troopers could not be issued. And the Russian government was also lack of
money to retire the expired weapons. Russian troops faced an unprecedented dilemma.

Meanwhile, the military industrial complex of Russia was also lack of funds. But
there was a super star rising from the ashes, it was the Su-27 Flanker family.

This thesis will explore why the Su-27 family could become one of the best-selling
fighters of the world in the post-Cold War period.

Propositions derived from the above assumptions the following logical propositions:

(A) Why the Sukhoi fighters could be one of the best-selling fighters in the
international arms market in the post-Cold War period?

(B) The foreign exchange earnings from the selling the Sukhoi fighters brings what
kind of influence to the Russian economy?

(C) The foreign exchange earnings from the selling the Sukhoi fighters brings what
kind of influence to the Russian aviation industry?

(D) The export of the Sukhoi fighters in the post-Cold War plays what kind of role in
the Russian foreign policy?

(E) What can we conclude from the above questions?

The Su-27 Flanker family belongs to the class of heavy fighter, it has high
performance and less cost compare to the Western products. And the most important is,
Russia could sell it to all countries which wants to buy it. Russian government realized
the potential political power of the Su-27 family so it decided to put it into the
international arms market. The interaction between government and the technical
advantage of the Su-27 family makes the Su-27 family become one of the best-selling
fighters in the world.

Key words: Key words: Putin, China, America, India, Middle East, arms sale, foreign
policy, national security, Su-27, Su-30 , Sukhoi, aviation, military industrial complex.
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