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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to know the reason for fertility decline
of the married women aged in 20-49 years in Taiwan. Whether it is due to
the rise of feminist consciousness, or as the theory Peter McDonald (2000)
discussed. Peter McDonald thinks that since women’ s movement are
springing up, the society allows women to have the same opportunities like
men in education and employment. He called 1t as gender equal in
individual-oriented institutions. But in fact, it is still maintaining
the traditional male breadwinner model in the family. Female still plays
the main role to take care children and elders. He called it as gender
inequity in family-oriented institutions. Such institutions lead to
fertility decline. The data used for this study were from 2004 “the ninth
investigation of family and fertility ability in Taiwan ~ held by the
research Institute of Bureau of health promotion department of health,

Taiwan R.0.C. (sample size=2865).

The main finding of this study is to prove that the married women in
childbearing age, who has more egalitarian gender role attitude, will have
lower ideal number of children and the actual number of births. Based on
the general statistic condition in Taiwan, the situation are similar to
Peter McDonald s thought. But there is something different, the unequal
division housework is still within the family, which is not just like the
researcher’ s assumption: an equal division of housework women have a
higher actual number of births. Despite the variable, the reason of
fertility decline in Taiwan still confirms Peter McDonald s theory. The

awakening of women’ s consciousness accelerate gender equal in

vi



individual-oriented and family-oriented institutions. But still, the

traditional model asked women to undertake most parts of housework. The
deficient in public welfare and family care policy will make female not
be able to get the balance between work and family. Such institutions

caused fertility decline in Taiwan.

Finally, according to the study result, there are several suggestions
which can be contributed to future policy and practical advice of family

reference for government.

Keyword: fertility; ideal number of children; the actual number of births;

gender equality theory ;gender role attitudes
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