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Abstract

After the western Industrial Revolution comes the so-called “second modernity.”
As people are more concerned about themselves, they cherish intimate relationships
much more in their daily life. Intimate relationships have thus disposed of external
social control and focused more on the promise between two lovers. This feature is
similar to the democratization of pure relationships presented by English sociologist
Antony Giddens. From a sociological perspective and through qualitative research
methods, this study aims at understanding the characteristics and meanings of
multiple intimate relationships as well as the individuals practicing multiple intimate

relationships in modern Taiwan.

The findings show that intimate relationships in the modern Taiwan society are
approaching the “confluent love” stated by Giddens. Multiple intimate relationships
are found in this study to carry five characteristics. First, the opportunity structure in
modern society facilitates the fermentation and practice of multiple intimate
relationships. Second, dubious relationships serve as a jumping board for individuals
to bypass the social canons of intimate relationships. Third, people are more satisfied
by involving in multiple intimate relationships. Fourth, the double risks of practicing
multiple intimate relationships involve the risk for keeping monogamy and the risk for
revealing the practicing multiple intimate relationships. Fifth, there is a disjunction

between economy and gender in multiple intimate relationships.

As Taiwan go through social transformations, the practice of multiple intimate
relationships nevertheless remains controversial in a society in which the patriarchic
elments remains and the modern values are in conflict with the traditional ones. The
empirical evidence demonstrated in this study supports some challenges raised by
English sociologist Lynn Jamieson to Giddens’ arguments. First, gender still serves as
an ultimate variable in affecting the practice of multiple intimate relationships.
Second, individuals often experience a dilemma between a sense of guilt and the
pursuit of gratification in maintaining multiple intimate relationships. Third,
monogamy implicates both a restraint and an opportunity to develop multiple intimate
relationships. Fourth, in the “game” of intimate relationships, the marital system is
considered a stricter rule and yet individuals practicing multiple intimate relationships

are willing to accept it.

Keywords: multiple intimate relationships, pure relationship, confluent love,

monogamy, dubious relationships
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Q) Frm AR ETE Ry Bt nA e AFEFRE G0 &k
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FE—HE > S (T DU R A A S #im e 9 T 400058 (% ( pure relationship ) | ©
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Frig @A BRI .
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VR B TR BERR R IR - KR (HE2 A TREEET FARGEHY
A BV T RERE H CAERRH (REE RIFZ B RRYGE (ARRBEE > 2001)
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— ~ Bauman HYRIR A L FRHVH H B (HER
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{ElRIE (individuality ) © TS MR e KALE R HY R Z [ - fligfat - AHIRE A
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LA —Er > ARG IR AV SR o NILAL(S ] Sennett HYRES5R
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G TR E S - OMER LR - BERRREH G2 RIERHE G
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B S v B E PR RV ER - WENFEEHPRRITERR - HiE
FERL B S I BAT BRI (5 IS L SORERG Y SR R L & & H S B SR A AU Al
ARESVANGERE AR S5 BB A S - (NG > fE MR T - — B R B
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A TR
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() BENEX  Gath SRR e - DU e G i

(=2) HEHEERIEX © MR RRI it ks BLRE (A S vl i
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ERRAME R HI AL AR R (AN L A s AR & > DA B A 5E 2 T 1 e
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FH_E AR o > AP T DASE R — (G B (A igiEh - Al SR s B AR b
HMIEZCRR R (R4S RET ~ BIZSE) AKAGHESS A5 - BB A A ARfERY AT AE -
e o FRE R (ARG > S5 T AMERUE R NI - AR R EERE s
55— 07 - TIEMERIA VS » BN FEREER - Rikim e =P AR
afi » BEHIA » RABI AR EEEAFIFR T — RIS - IPREENEA —HY
B (AL Eie RS EREREAY) - BRE AR ER G ENERIPA
REAFERE LHE D -

SN BRI ZE AN SRR L e G B A REEN MU SE B AR A T RE
5 IR AHYRR A — (e B 11 S ER AV R 25 55 IR 2 R 4 B A B ey SR B
PRSI 1R CUasE el Rl Bl (R i S R E R AR 1R AR, E
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iR > BEEACKHIEERIIFE > A E TR B O SRR AR (8 A N2
L ERIREL - ER R AI G 2H G, > — Ty s A A ik
I Sr— T R TR L RE S AR (E ZE AU B AR B e

T~ (R @ Goffman A5 &5

HEEES Goffman (1963) {Efh (J544) (Stigma) EAEMAIRE > 1g
L T E 25 A By EVE B R B ERRVES - A FREEER T - 25
TGRS D EEG BB B H A A A R AR - B A E R AT
7 LR B0 5 A e E i R e 388075 %4 55582 ( The discreditable ) »
SR A B [ R 5 L -
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EAVEER - Fl Goffman JSHHVERACE » KH BRI C A FHAI S ek
fig > MBS [DURSHOEURE Ryl 54430 5 « fE M & B IRMTE A T BERR | RIS AR -
BRI R B I I A BUE 205 A5 - S [ EUR S IR IRHIZIR
BN (G iMasth T BSRR ) FHEEWE  HRIEA T - BEREITHIRIES ) -

AT PR R BRI " ZFEHER G BEREZITH T
MHEANSE =3 - HBSHRAVE 52 » MEE 254 - HEHEEEN - IR s s
3R Goffman #2H Y545 73 IR EETRES - fEIRIVATEIATE (pilot study)
B ERE A T ZEEERG & BEVECRIITRIEL B2
HRZ - HEEGE H AR F VIR S - s 238 BB Goffman g Ffy— Lk
SRl > BUEBOR (passing) BlfE5 (covering) FYTRME - (EAIBIE (passing) 72
SRESEY N - M Er Rt 2 SRR R R OUALE - Bt AT e & S5 AR — (E S E Y ¥
% AR ENGERSET - S—HEEMrHRBREER - 52
Goffman FraHHYRITEA=E (simple double life) ; sE % 7 LI EARRIE » BHAC
TRV R 2 EHUSET - 42A AFIE R EE - 212 Goffman FragyeEE 4
;i (double double life) - MG S E G A GIERT - [FEHEHAERSCAIHIHZTE S
S PVEIVHERD RS R ORHE - NG B ERIER -

PRIELZSN > 3B Goffman Y (J544) (Stigma) A EEHETHEHIRES -
HEENERE T BRGEE (self-identity ), HIRIRE - —(EZF5 A LHIEAS -
AT R LE A ELUGECR EIRIE Ry ~ OB B E A AR [ERYZ2AT - B B Y
& o EE G OB - B E RGERE G R A Y (R B R A
Hl > FIRF g R E R 2 FIEPRREEEEIE - T340 0E —(E 5 HERIHY
B FlRskal g BBt E G 3R - WIHSEIRE - NI - AHSeR R EE2R
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BEAHVEL

25



F=ET  MHEARRE R (A& BRI
— ~ ESMARETSE
Haritaworn ¢ A (2006 ) 1£ b/ 5¢ 2% 5 ¥ B (A BRF - RF 25 B 2 Bl (4
(polyamory ) TEF Fy—MEEFFEAZ (EME (= - PREUETR HRFE BRI RIS
EAYERE (%  {£ Haritaworn 22 \fE 2006 SEFr8& RAVIHEIRTTE Z A > Ml VBT IEie
REEFERG > B PLRGFEANE - ZHERSE - AHMEE - T
/NURIRISE LR Fe BER R AT AU B S B R © PRIIEE - BIDEAE = — T4y BEE » BEAY
% B A R (AR e R Ry D 8 30 HZ ARy B/ N BT E S - i5t
FAETEE > Sl BRI EBAVITTEE R R ERE (sexuality ) B2 (gender)
R A EEASE AR ZE 7T - IR % HEE R G

( Haritaworn et al., 2006 ) o

FEWFFE R R - SEIRF SR 2 R R (R HUIH I - 2 F iR EE s A
B - BNt SRR R T S B R R R R B S - RIR T RV B — 1 - 1
Barker (2005) HYEEEMTFT RS - (HEFEE TERHIRME HEIA > (g
EEEHE —(EESHVEARE  — 52 Btk —H—Y (monogamous) LL
5B 8y ~ sy A BhEEE - Eit o fEERARAR T o ISR R R L
MEEFRT » BRELMERIHIE - M2 ERER (% (polyamory ) ~ [EESIALLLR B
AT AR ER G CREMERIBIMREE) - Rt B R R B =0
BIEBLTRNS - R - SR ERAEERENEET Ry T MRy E st
DUR AR T E SR R A TG S R 2 B (4 e A1 JE 2 B R A R (A B I v U R
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MR BRI EA MEEFHEERA - LR TN T & SR
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N —$—HHERA - ERREHA T L, DU SRR HRERG > AL
ZEE R R E o AR E G I LR - 2 A [ER B R (E A DB A
T LB G T HR SR (4 -

AW Ry | ZEARER G o ZFTLURSEBESE T RfR L MidE
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s BT ©

AUTFEHIT ST R R B T B R R () BT B ER  AURIE RS -
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