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Abstract

This research aims to examine Hyakusho ikki (Peasant Revolts) in Japan’s early
modern period (17th to 19th century), taking the case of Sakura Sogoro as an
example. The incident took place in 1653 (7t~ 2) when Sogoro, a nanushi in the
Sakura Domain, appealed directly to the shogun for the people with a main request
to reduce heavy taxation.

In 1752 (FEJ& 2),Hotta Masasuke, a rojyu and the ruler of the Sakura Domain at that
time, worshipped Sogoro as an officially recognized uprising martyr of the domain
and gave him a posthumous name. Later, the story of Sogoro appeared in folk tales
and was also adapted into Kabuki plays in the 19th century. He then became a
national figure of uprising martyr, and “Sakura Sogoro” is thus worshipped and
honored around the country.

Since the incident took place between the transition of middle and modern periods,
this research will first try to give a picture of the society at that time by studying in
social policies in the Toyotomi administration and early Edo period. In the following
chapters, the focus will be on the social development from 17th to 19th century and
the evolution of Sogoro’s portrait. Through these discussions, how the participants of
uprisings changed in different periods can be observed, and the social relations

between the ruler and the ruled in Edo period is also reflected.

Keywords:Sakura Sogoro Daihyou osso Hyakusho ikki figure of uprising martyr
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