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According to Common Pool Property Resources (CPRs) theories, the traditional
territories used or occupied by the indigenes possess the characters of closed-access CPRs.
Once these areas are self-governed by self-organized groups, indigenous knowledge can be
well-generated and local organizations can utilize their positive effects. Meanwhile, it can
prevent indigenes from losing their land tenure to non-indigenes. However, Limited by the
presumptions of “homo economics’and “state rationalism”, ignoring the fact that human
agencies and natural resources will interact with each other, CPR is often mentioned in
danger of being overused, such as the expression of "the tragedy of the commons" by Hardin
(1968).

Based on the purpose to clarify the misread described above, this study will examine the
CPR self-governing cases in two Atayal communities with Neo-Institutional Economic
approach. Focusing on the time period these CPRs utilization turned to “community
development”issue from ““resources conservation”issue, this study will adopt the methods of
empirical survey and in-depth interview, and then examine these cases in three aspects: 1)
“ingtitutional choices of individuals”, 2) “collective organization”and 3) the “eco-social
system”. This study will consequently explore how individuals were influenced to obey
formal and informal rules, how were these rules made and maintained in a group, and how
the human-environmental relationship was formed in these cases. In the end, this study will
depict both the internal and eternal factors influencing “community-based CPR
self-governance”and depict the interactions within theses factors, so that the empirical and
theoretical basis can be formed for further institutional studies.

Keyword: Common pool resources, Neo-institutional economic approach, Indigenes,
Atayal, Self-governing
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