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In lack of mechanism for regiona integration and community participation, the
watershed management in Taiwan use to be disorganized and inefficient. Meanwhile,
even though most of the watersheds of reservoirs are located in the mountain indigenous
areas, the needs of the development of indigenous communities are not well considered.
It leads to the issue of environmental injustice. For example, the construction of
Shih-Men Reservoir in 1950s enforcedly displaced certain Atayal indigenous
communities and the regulations for the management of its watershed continually
confined the other communities in this area. The increasing sediment in this reservoir has
attracted governmental concerns to the land use activities in indigenous communities in
recent years. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to propose an indigenous land policy
for community based, regional integrated and multiple purposed watershed management
which can meet the principles of sustainable development and environmental justice.

However, no integrated resource management policy was made in the aspect of
indigenous community development. The only measure implemented was to enforce the
report of illegal Indigenous Reserved Land farming. Aiming to propose the institutional
design that can balance both the goas of indigenous community development and
watershed conservation, and response to gradualy changing legal infrastructure for
indigenous autonomy since the pass of Indigenous Basic Law, this study will conduct a
two-year fieldwork in the Atayal communities in the Takazin and Sakayazin River
Valleys, which isjust the watershed of the river runs to Shih-Men Reservoir. This study
will explore: 1) the land/resource using activities and both the social conditions and
eco-philosophy supporting these activities; 2) the needs of community development in
indigenous perspectives; 3) the incentive/restrictive structure made by resource policies
and regulations related to this area. In the end, this study will analyze the needs and goals
for resource management in different scales, scrutinize the regal infrastructure of
Indigenous Reserved Land and Traditional Territory, and make concrete suggestions to
the institutional construction of community based watershed management. The methods
for information collection will include in-depth interview, focus group and participatory
observation. The theoretical tools applied will include the theories of traditional
ecological knowledge, community based resource management and multi-scale network
analysis.

Key words:. Indigenous Land Policy, Watershed Management, Atayal Communities,
Community-Based Watershed Management
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